


—t. 
Fro 
zz 
ao cc 
minnow 
Wee m 
Oued 
OW > 
z + 
a 
“we © 
~~ = 
om 
wr 
— 
er 
i - 
woe 
=» 








Superintendents’ Number 


Che Sunday School Gines 


ar 


Copyright, 1934, by The Sunday School Times Co, Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879 


Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, 


REGATION 
ar ON, MASSag 


ttawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, April 14, 1934 
Volume Seventy-six. No..15 


$2 a year, in clubs, $1.50 
See page 252 





Lesson for April 29 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—Christ’s Standard of Greatness. 
Matthew 20 : 1-34. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





Dickens EAle OF Christ: ois cov cccvcedicves 238 
Is the Sunday School.Still Needed? By Edith 

COP OTIME REO SS oo ce ce ccakvecdegee sees 2390 
Nationalism —Is It Right or Wrong? IV. 

By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. .......... 240 
New Ideas from an Enterprising School. By 

FORTIS. Ee RCE hes bey th dee ceiiees 242 
International Uniform Lesson ............ 243-248 
The Young People’s Prayer. Meeting. By 

John |: We EA: JG: cc csasccitedscsewscomnse 249 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 

WATER  scceciceccscvcceceseces ccccccccsccccccs 252 

we 
The Legacy 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


TOOK the yellowing letter from its case; 
It read, “I called upon Him, and He 
heard.”’ 
In living lines that death could not erase, 
Heart to my heart, it spoke the needed 
word. . 


‘‘The path was dark before me, dark and 
rough ; 
God sent a ray of light” (I turned the’ 
page) — 
‘‘ A casement candle, but it was enough.”” 
O blessed truth, O priceless heritage ! 


I seemed to see two kind eyes bent on mine, 
Two prayer-filled lips curved in a gentle 
smile — 
The letter pierced my gloom, God’s lambent 
sign ; 
I, too, would labor on, His little while. 


I, too, would trace a line of living light 
Across the shadow of some aching heart; 

A message like a star in some one’s night — 
Like his, a legacy for faith’s clear chart. 


Ten Comforts 


How much comfort can we count upon 
from God? If ever there was a time when 
comfort is peeded, that time is today. And 
God is at hand today with his inexhaustible 
comfort. A reader of the Times calls 
attention tq the fact that in. that mar- 
velous and God-breathed passage on com- 
fort, in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, the King 
James Version uses the word comfort six 
times and the word consolation four times, 
whereas it is one and the same Greek 
word, meaning comfort, all ten times. Says 
this reader: “They [the King James 
translators] . evidently thought that six 


‘comforts’ ought to be enough for anybody. 
But Paul said ‘comfort’ ten times, And 
ten is not too many for anyone in distress.” 
Ten is the number of completeness, and 
God’s comfort is complete indeed! The 
American Standard Version is true to the 
original text here, and translates the Greek 
word “comfort” all ten times. The cor- 
respondent notes that this rich passage 
reads, in brief: “The God of all comrort, 
who COMFORTETH us, that we may be able 
to comrFort them in trouble, by the comrort 
wherewith we are COMFORTED of God. For 
our comForT also aboundeth, and it is for 
your COMFORT; or whether we be com- 
FORTED, it is for your COMFORT; ye are par- 
takers of the comrort.” Truly this is an 
earnest, now and here in “the valley of 
the shadow of death,” of the glorious time 
to come when “God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.” 


Pp 
Shelter Sure and Safe 


God has filled the world of nature 
with parables of his protecting love and 
care. The wings of a mother bird are a 
safe protection for her helpless children; 
and the God-breathed Word uses this figure 
repeatedly in reminding us of God’s safe- 
guarding love, Ruth, the Gentile. who. 
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turned to God under the loving guidance 
of Naomi, was given the beautiful benedic- 
tion by Boaz, later her husband: “The 
Lord recompense thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee of the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings thou artcome 
to trust’ (Ruth 2:12). David prayed with 
assurance: “Hide me under the shadow 
of thy wings . . . from my deadly enemies, 
who compass me about” (Psa. 17:8, 9). 
Again ~-he rejoiced: “How excellent is 
thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings” (Psa. 36:7). There 
is joy in knowing that we are safe, “there- 
fore in the shadow of thy wings will I 
rejoice” (Psa. 63:7). Our Lord’s great 
heart of love was broken by sorrow be- 
cause those whom he came to save would 
not trust him, and he cried out: “O Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem, . . . how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!” (Matt. 23: 37.) 
But those of us who have really trusted 
the Lord know, as no others can, the mean-! 
ing of protection, safety, assurance, joy,. 
and we can say with theldear old ‘Scottish’ 
saint, Samuel Rutherford: “We creep 
in under our Lord’s wings in the great 
shower, and the water cannot come through 
those wings.” si pais ot 
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The Lad and His Lunch 


66 HOU hast bread with thee, and 
mayhap a little meat also, — wilt 
give it to the Master? He hath 

asked it of thee.” 

It was Andrew who spoke, and the lad 
looked up in wide-eyed astonishment. He 
had but a little, only five cakes of bread 
and two fish,—what could the great 
Teacher want with them? Besides, he was 
hungry and needed them himself. But there 
was Andrew’s outreaching hand, so the 
little packet was given up. And the Lord 
Jesus was enabled to supply the multi- 
tude with enough for all their hungering 
need, 

We do not know how old this child was; 
we do not even know his name, and of 
course nothing at all about his character. 
He may have had an easy disposition, quick 
to respond to the suggestions of others, 
or he may have been a hard, stubborn little 
chap, the sort that requires tactful handling. 
We are not sure either that he gave will- 
ingly. Andrew may have had to add a 
word or two of urgent persuasion, Boys 
are not easily separated from lunches, But 
however it was, he handed it over. 


And he gave all. Four flat loaves and 
one herring would not have been enough. 
He was asked for all, and since it was the 
Lord who did the asking, nothing fess would 
suffice, Perhaps Andrew had to make that 
point clear also. 

And with that giving, the boy’s respon- 
sibility ceased. Had he been an older, wiser 
person, he might have felt, as did others 
in the group, a considerable anxiety over 
the condition of affairs. It was an immense 
crowd that had followed the Master that 
day. Matthew records that there were 
about five thousand men beside women and 
children. They were hot and dusty from 
the long tramp, weary from standing 
through the hours to listen, and more than 
all, they were faint with hunger. Here 
and there littie children were crying, beg- 
ging to be taken home, but home was far 
away. Yes, if the boy had felt all this 
as keenly as we have sometimes felt it, 
he might have added something to his sim- 
ple giving. He might have gone to the 
Lord Jesus, and throwing himself at his 
feet, have besought him with strong @fying 
and tears to take the food andsto-Bless it 
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to the need of the people. He might even 
have fallen on.the grass, literally prostrate 
under the weight of this burden. But 
would the result have been different? The 
Master, his eye brimming with compassion, 
would have stooped and whispered, “Fret 
not, dear child. Thou hast given thine 
@all, and the responsibility is now no longer 
thine but mine, Fear not, only believe.” 
And the lad would have risen, wiped his 
tears and watched straightway, with min- 
gled shame and awe, as the baskets were 
passed out full and returned empty, only 
to be filled again and yet again. 

The Book has many methods of requir- 
ing the conscience to answer these two 
questions: Hast thou given Him all? And 
hast thou then left with Him the respon- 
sibility of that gift’s disposal? 

There is no doubt, is there, about his 
asking? Again and again his Word cor- 
roborates the testimony of the Spirit within 
that, though his already by right of crea- 
tion and redemption, there is need for us 

; to recognize that fact by the definite trans- 
action of giving ourselves. And to continue 
that recognition as the days go on. It is 
so easy to forget. We may thank God 
for the reminders, like Andrew — and Paul. 

But we have so little to give, some of 
us, and because of that fact, we are 
tempted, not to refuse perhaps, but to 
deprecate, to excuse ourselves. Indeed it 
is doubtful if we can offer a service for 
each of the five loaves, or a “differing gift” 
to match the small herrings. And “what 
are they among so many?” 

It may be our physical strength is so 
limited that we are ashamed to offer it. 
Of course there are, there always have 
been, marvelous invalids who, like Annie 
Johnson Flint, poured from broken bodies 
the very attar of divine fragrance; and 
blind saints, who, like Fannie Crosby, shed 
from a life-long night rainbows and sun- 
shine on the way for others. But these 
are particularly caHed-out persons, mag- 
nificent souls with natural endowments 
such as we have never dreamed of owning. 

If wealth had come to us, we should 
offer gold; if we knew music, we should 
give our voices to sing “always, only, for 
my King,” as did Frances Ridley Haver- 
gal. If we could write, how glad we 
should be to pass the pen over to him; or 
if a ready tongue had been our inheritance, 
how glorious to let him use it in pulpit ora- 
tory! 

Probably the Galilean child never stop- 
ped to consider that flat loaves and herrings 
do not make an especially elegant repast. 
There is nothing palate-tickling about them 
unless one is hungry. No, it was not at 
all a gift worthy of so great a Teacher, 
—but it was given. And so we give— 
our crackers and our herrings! 

There is another thing to remember about 
this— it must be food that is offered. 
Suppose the boy had tied up in his little 
handkerchief some pretty pebbles which 
he had picked up by the Galilee shore. Or 
the soft lovely petals of some wild roses 
that grew along the way. Would they 
have sufficed? No, it was food that was 
needed, something that could be eaten. It 
was bread and fish. 

In the days of the early Church, when 
persecution was rife, the greatest secrecy 
had often to be enjoined upon the comings 
and goings of Christians. Sometimes mes- 


sages were sent to one another in code. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Sometimes situations arose in which one 
party. wished ‘to learn the religious; con- 
victions of another. without committing him- 
self. In such instances the secret sign that 
was often used was the drawn outline of 
a fish. The Lord Jesus had had much to 
do with fishermen and he had promised to 
make his followers fishers of men. So it 
seemed a fitting symbol for those of this 
humble faith. It stood for the name “Chris- 
tian.” ‘ 

But the bread represents the very. life 
and nature of our Lord. “I am the bread 
of life.” “My flesh is meat indeed.” He 
is the El Shaddai, the Nourisher, the 
Bread-giver, and as the hungry child finds 
keenest satisfaction in great slices from 
mother’s new-baked loaf, so His waiting, 
adoring hearers find their unrivaled de- 
light in the eating of His nature. And 
we are so constituted that nothing else in 
Heaven or earth can satisfy. “Whom have 
I in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psa. 
73: 25). 

So our offering must be the very Name 
and the nature of Christ. But, we say, 
my gift is not all bread and fish; some of 
it may be, but not all. Even so it is not, 
but is he not the divine Alchemist who can 
and will change it by the miracle power of 
his Word? That changing is his respon- 
sibility along with the breaking and the 
multiplying. 

Sometimes we should like to have a 
hand in that breaking, but he does not 
ask it of us. He will do that also, oh, he 
will! And how much better to lie as bread 
in his hands, letting him make the decisions 
as to how large or how small the pieces 
into which our lives, our abilities, our time, 
and strength will be broken. Often it 
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would seem so much better if he gave them 
out unbroken. Crushed things are unat- 
tractive. Can it be then that every break- 
ing is to make us think of him who “hath 
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire him”? Surely, too, we never cease 
needing a reminder that the breaking of 
his Body was for us. 

As for the increasing, we cannot by hook 

or crook accomplish the tiniest bit of it. 
We cannot make five crackers become six, 
or two herrings grow into three. The 
tired brain may puzzle about it until there 
is registered a whole new series of wrin- 
kles; we may groan into sleepless pillows 
with a very agony of desire to behold the 
results of our consecration, but the answer 
remains the same—the multiplying is his 
work, With humility and awe to watch 
and to praise as he blesses and breaks — 
that is ours, 
_ Or if we are permitted to stand with. the 
little band of helpers who take the miracle 
food and distribute it, that also will be 
done with heart joyous and untroubled. 
It cannot be otherwise, when the task is 
so simple that a child can do it. 

But for the most part, we have only to 
give, as the Galilean boy gave, to take 
and to eat, and then to slip quietly out of 
the scene. At least it will seem so to us 
as it did to him, if he thought about it at 
all, for he could never know how bright 
and clear the colors of that picture would 
remain, even unto this day. 

Dear little lad, may we like thee, give, 
simply, all that we have. May we eat and 
then forget that we have given, remember- 
ing only, every hour that we live, the mir- 
acle power that receives, changes, blesses, 
breaks, and multiplies. 
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Dickens’ Life of Christ 


I hope you can give attention to the so- 

called “Life of Our Lord” by Charles 
Dickens, which has been appearing in serial 
form in the newspapers. I have read the 
first three issues and find it to be a simple 
statement, easy for children to understand. 
However, Dickens gives a wrong impres- 
sion of the purpose of Christ’s coming and 
does not make plain that he was born of a 
virgin. In addition, he states that all that 
children have to do to get to Heaven is to 
be good. It is one of those sentimental in- 
terpretations which teach nothing concern- 
ing the fundamental meaning of the person 
and work of Christ. Great publicity has 
been given to this document, and the pub- 
lishers are expecting, I believe, to sell a 
large number of copies. It would be timely 
for THE Sunpay ScHoot T1MeEs to warn 
its readers against the errors of this so- 
called “Life of Christ.”—A New York City 
pastor. 

The facts about this “Life of Our Lord,” 
by the great English novelist Charles 
Dickens, are now well known through 
the world-wide newspaper publicity that 
has been given to them. The narrative was 
written by Dickens, not for publication but 
for his own children, and with a stipula- 
tion in his will that publication was: for- 
bidden during his children’s lifetime. His 
sixth and last child, Sir Henry Fielding 
‘Dickens, died last December, and the pub- 
lication rights were then sold for an enor- 


mous price to the London Daily Mail — 
about $15 a word for 14,000 words, or 
some $200,000. Serial rights were sold to 
leading newspapers throughout the world, 
and the serial has been appearing since 
early in March. 

With the serial has been published a let- 
ter from Dickens to his son Henry when 
the ‘boy was entering Cambridge in 1868, 
this letter reading in part: 

You know that you have never been 
hampered with religious forms of restraint, 
and that with mere unmeaning forms I have 
no sympathy. But I most strongly and af- 
fectionately impress upon you the priceless 
values of the New Testament, and the study 
of that book as the one unfailing guide in 
life. Deeply respecting it, and bowing 
down before the character of Our Saviour, 
as separated from the vain constructions 
and inventions of men, you cannot go very 
wrong and will always preserve at_heart 
a fine spirit of veneration and* humility. 
These are earnest words from a father 

to a son, yet there are expressions here 
that would not be used by one who held 
the evangelical Christian faith. 

The narrative as a whole is a simple 
recital of the facts in the earthly life of 
our Lord, such as a father would give in 
telling the story to his children. But there 
are serious errors. 


(Continued on page 241) 
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Startling facts about crime and ignorance 
of the Bible among the young 


~|s the Sunday School Still Needed ? 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


TON, MA 











than it is today to teach children 
the Word of Life. On every hand 
crime is increasing, and in England alone 
thirteen per cent of it is committed by 
children between’ the ages of seven and 
fourteen. The New York Evening Post 
gives some alarming facts concerning law- 
breaking in England by youths under 
twenty-one years of age, who were respon- 
sible in 1932 for forty per cent of all the 
indictable crimes in that country. Of all 
England’s criminals, thirteen per cent were 
between the ages of seven and fourteen; 
nine per cent between fourteen and seven- 
teen; and twenty-one per cent between nine- 
teen and twenty-one. A high officer of 
the United States Army has recently said: 
“Tf this country: is to be saved it will be 
Sunday schools that will save it. The 
Army cannot save it, neither can the Navy 
save it. Only Sunday schoois can do it.” 
The ignorance among children is shock- 
ing. A shy, wee lassie living in a remote 
village attended a- summer Bible school 
and heard the missionary teacher tell the 
matchless story of “the cross on which the 
Prince of Glory died.” With wonder she 
listened, a question in her heart, which she 
asked of her mother at home. “Mother, 
what was the cross on which Jesus died? 
Was it the railway crossing?” Sad! Yes, 
but even sadder the fact that the mother 
in relating the incident to the teacher told 
it as a good joke! What does the wisest 
Book in all the world say? “Train up a 
child in the way he should go: and when 
he is. old, ‘he will not depart from it” 
(Prov. 22:6). 


Jewels in a Tree Trunk 


The story is told of a nobleman who 
was banished from the kingdom. On the 
eve of his departure, he gave into the keep- 
ing of his steward a casket of very pre- 
cious jewels. Years went by. The stew- 
ard, in failing health, searched for a place 
of security for the precious treasure that 
had been committed to his care. He cut 
a hole in a tender tree, and beneath its 
bark hid the casket with its precious con- 
tents, 

Years later the nobleman returned. The 
steward was gone, but his lord had been 
informed of the secret hiding-place. The 
young tree had grown into a mighty oak, 
but well it had kept its trust. -The tree 
was felled,,and in its very heart the gems 
were found, not a point broken. They 
flashed in the light with the same bright- 
ness as in former days. Is not each les- 
son of truth deposited in the mind of the 
young like that hidden treasure? Is not 
the teacher like that faithful steward? 
When our Lord shall come again to seek 
his own, may not the precious jewels, 
which the true teacher quietly and faith- 
fully hid, be found, beautiful as ever, to 
the joy of their rightful Owner? 

Secular education is powerless of itself 
to save a man from sin. “Whosoever com- 


Nits has the need been greater 


The work of the Sunday school teacher 
and superintendent is hard and often 
thankless. Months and years may pass 
without visible results. But itis God’s 
work, and his Word is powerful, and 
many a heart has been prepared for 
the Gospel by the seed sown in Sun- 
day school. Mrs. Clarke is well known 
to Times readers through her regular 
lesson article,“For Primary Teachers,” 
and she has had large experience in 
children’s work. In this article she 
presents many facts that show how 
vital is this work today, and gives 
illustrations and counsel that will en- 
courage Sunday school workers to be 
“ stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord.” 








mitteth sin is the servant of sin.” In the 
Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, as 
pointed out by a writer in The Christian 
Herald (Sept. 19, 1925), there were then 
thirty physicians serving sentence, to say 
nothing of the representatives of other pro- 
fessions and skilled occupations. 

The Virginia Council of Religious Edu- 
cation has issued some startling facts. 
Tests were made in two hundred and thir- 
teen high schools, and a “total of eighteen 
thousand high school students attempted 
to answer the twenty questions set... . 
One of the questions was, ‘Name three 
of the prophets of the Old Testament.’ 
This was missed out by more than sixteen 
thousand out of the eighteen thousand 
competitors. Twelve thousand students 
were unable to name the four Gospels, and 
nearly ten thousand were unable to name 
three of the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Declining family worship, increasing 
Sunday desecration, inordinate love of 
pleasure and sport, the menacing craze for 
gambling, with its attendant temptations 
and inclinations to dishonesty, to say noth- 
ing of the coarser and more vulgar sins, 
are some of the dangers that threaten the 
young life of the land. 

These conditions present a tremendous 
challenge to all who love Christ and his 
Kingdom. We must recognize that the 
hungry mouth of evil is ready to swallow 
up our young people, even those brought 
up in good homes, unless we provide some 
safe environment and spiritual activity for 
them. Young people of all ages should 
be solemnly warned that God is.not mocked. 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


Dangers of Self- Expression 

“Good times” are never good times when 
they are associated with sin. Drunkenness 
debases; debauchery disables; illicit gain 
carries its inevitable penalty of fear and 
loss; there is no profitable sin; there is 
no Devil’s lure that can lead any man, 
woman, or child to peace or happiness. 
Sinners may laugh at the scruples of the 
honest, but the laugh does not last long, 
and the end is ever the same. The wages 





of sin is death, delayed or postponed it 
may be, but none the less certain. “If 
sinners entice thee, consent thou not” 
(Prov. 1:10); this is still good advice, 
although three thousand years may have 
passed since it was first given. 

Those who believe that the child pos- 
sesses great latent powers that must be 
allowed to pick and choose their way to 
expression will be sadly deceived. That 
which is in the heart of a child is fool- 
ishness. A field does not bring forth wheat 
unless it be planted, and the mind of a 
child does not bring forth wisdom until 
it has been planted. A field will produce 
weeds if left to itself; the heart of a child 
will produce sin if left to itself, and the, 
wheat that has grown will be choked out 
by the weeds if left to itself. 

Let us seek to save the young before 
they fall into evil companionships and 
go deeply into sin. Many a home has: 
been saved because one little child has 
come to the Saviour. The following story’ 
from The Gospel Herald is one of many 
similar ones that might be quoted. 


*Don’t Talk to Me —!” 


“The wind swept keenly through a little, 
snow-wrapped town on the banks of the 
Ohio. In most manufacturing towns the 
sight of destitution is not uncommon, yet 
the lapse of years has not dimmed the 
memory of the small, barefooted boy who 
that morning battled with the snow drifts 
before a handsome residence. 

“ ‘Heigh-ho! my lad, are you not frozen?’: 
I asked. ) 

“‘Ruther!’ answered the boy, sending 
the white flakes swirling in every direction. 

“Do you go to Sunday school?’ I asked. - 

“A contemptuous look flashed over the 
half-famished face, a look unknown to 
childhood, save where bitter experience 
has set its seal. Planting his shovel firmly - 
in the snow, he replied, ‘Don’t talk to me 
about Sunday school.’ : 

“Why, my boy, have you and the Sun- 
day school had a quarrel?’ I asked. 

“He gave his ragged cap an impatient, 
jerk, and nodding his little head toward, 
the residence, exclaimed: ‘Them’s Sunday 
school people w’at I’m workin’ fer,’ and: 
added, ‘Biggest kind of Sunday school peo- 
ple, and they’ll gimme some cold crust ‘for 
clearin’ their sidewalk.’ 

“I seized one of the half-frozen little 
hands, and said, ‘See here, boy, don’t you 
want a pair of shoes and some mittens?’ 

“He looked at me as though he could. 
not believe me, and replied, ‘Now, you're 
a-shoutin’ !’ 

“What is your name?’ I asked. 

‘Sam,’ he answered. ' 

“‘All right, Sam,’ I replied, ‘when you 
have finished here, come up to my house,, 
and I will give you a warm breakfast,’ . 
and pointing out a house in the same block’ 
I left him. 

“Shortly after, the half-frozen, ragged: 


(Concluded on page 249) 
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Does it cause most of the world’s ills today ? 


Nationalism —Is It Right or Wrong? 











By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 














November 11, 1918, did not end the 
battles of the world. No sooner had 
actual war ended than an economic. war 
among the nations of earth began, in many 
respects as deadly as the national battles 
silenced by the armistice. There has been 
a sudden upsurge of nationalism in the 
world at the very moment when we might 
naturally have expected the ideal of inter- 
nationalism to have taken the field. Why 
this resurgence of nationalism? Why has 
the League of Nations, the idea of a super- 
government of the world, such inertia to 
overcome, such obstacles to surmount? 
There is a prevalent notion among many 
educated men that nationalism is the cause 
of most of the modern ills of the world. 
In the New York Times Magasine of Oc- 
tober 2, 1932, was an article by Sir Arthur 
Keith, “When Nature Clashes With Eco- 
nomics,” from which I quote the following: 


A Consultation of Physicians 


“One of the leading banking corporations 
of London invited four distinguished econ- 
omists to examine the ailing world; one 
was a German, another was a Frenchman, 
and the remaining two -were Englishmen. 
They were unanimous in their diagnosis: 
the primary cause of the circulatory failure 
(of trade) from which the world now suf- 
fers, they declared, is the disease or dis- 
order known as ‘nationalism.’ Until this 
disease is eradicated, they assure us, there 
can be no restoration of (economic) health. 
Stamp out the disease and the world will 
enjoy an unprecedented tide of peace and 
prosperity. . . . National frontiers must be 
wiped off the map; the tariff walls within 
which nations have entrenched themselves 
must be cast down; avenues for the free 
exchange of goods have to be reopened and 
expanded, Nations must regard their 
neighbors not as enemies, but as friends. 
. . . Such are the remedies which econo- 
mists prescribe for the recovery of Europe.” 

Sir Arthur Keith notes the distinct 
trends toward nationalism over the face 
of the earth. Europe, Egypt, Japan, Man- 
chukuo, China, Siam, Burma, India, Af- 
ghanistan, Persia, Turkey, Arabia, New 
Zealand, Australia, Canada, and Ireland 
are among those desperately seeking to 
fortify themselves as nations against the 
competition of other nations. Nationalism, 
he asserts, “grows ever stronger and 
stronger and threatens to break up civilized 
humanity into hundreds of national frag- 
ments.” 

But Sir Arthur declares that there is 
a vital necessity for nationalism in the 
very laws and principles which govern 
the “evolution” and “progress” of the race. 

“The creation of diverse races,” he says, 
“is an essential part of nature’s scheme. 
Race competes against race; some go un- 
der, others prosper. It was by pitting race 
against race that nature brought man up 
the rung of the evolutionary ladder to 
his present lofty eminence. Her scheme 


"Tx closing of the World War on 





In last week's article Dr. Britan said: 
“The fundamental weakness of the 
League of Nations lies in its ignoring 
of God and his claims upon the race 
for obedience.” 

Internationalism is rebuilding the 
Tower of Babel. And “the second 
and latest Babel attempt is no better 
pleasing to God than the first.” 

Is nationalism, then, in accordance 
with God’s will? Has the Bible any- 
thing to say on this? 

Dr. Britan’s fourth article in his re- 
markable series, “The Program of 
Peace,” offers a challenging answer 
to these questions. 








would have failed if her races had freely 
intermingled. They had to be kept apart. 
Nationalism, which is first cousin to race 
prejudice, is part of nature’s provision for 
securing separation of her competing teams 
of races. Nationalism is an essential part 
of the machinery of human evolution.” 

Sir Arthur Keith is one of the very 
few men who are writing today in defense 
of nationalism. I mention his theory be- 
cause it is the only one I have found, in 
recent reading, purporting to give a sci- 
entific reason for the recrudescence of 
nationalism. He himself recognizes his 
lonely rdle as interpreter or prophet, for 
he likens himself to Jeremiah as he says: 
“I know very well that when I counsel 
men to face the dangers and poverty of 
nationalism rather than to flee to Geneva 
for safety, the ‘proud men’ will rise up 
again and say, as they said to Jeremiah, 
‘Thou liest.” Nevertheless, sooner or later 
my words will come true.” 


Why Men Want Internationalism 


There are some who think of the forces 
of nature as blind and impersonal, who will 
be satisfied with this “evolutionary” ex- 
planation of the necessity for nationalism. 
They will see in the obstacles. before the 
progress of the League of Nations the op- 
position of nature to the plan, and so will 
rest the case at this point. But there 
are others who cannot think of nature 
as impersonal. They see God—of infinite 
mind and wisdom and power and love — 
in and through all the movements of men. 
They. search the Scriptures for his revealed 
Word on this phenomenon, and they dis- 
cover that nations are necessary for the 
completion of God’s plan of redemption, 
God “made of one [blood] every nation 
of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, having determined their appointed 
seasons, and the bounds of their habitation; 
that they should seek God” (Acts 17: 26, 
27). 

In the advocacy of internationalism today 
there are few who base their theories on 
any other than economic reasons. Inter- 
nationalism is demanded today, we are 
warned, because of the demands of trade 
and commerce. One great organization, 
we are told, functioning smoothly under the 


leadership of one ‘man, or at most of a 
few men, will insure the smooth flow of 
trade to all parts of the earth and the 
prosperity of all. nations and tribes and 
races. Until the “disease of nationalism” 
is eradicated, there can be no restoration 
of economic health to the world. Let us 
not forget that this is a cardinal principle 
of the Communists, who are zealously 
laboring for world revolution and world 
unification of government. 

But the mistake of Alexander the Great, 
of Napoleon, of. Kaiser Wilhelm, and of 
all those. who today are confident that a 
unified government of. the world is pos- 
sible, is that they failed to realize that 
the fundamental unity of the race has been 
dissolved. In all the schemes and plans for 
a Federation of the World, in all the past 
and present attempts to associate the whole 
of humanity in one World Empire, a unity 
of the race has been assumed, when in 
fact that unity, once existing, has been 
blighted and blasted ‘by the sin of men— 
a fact never once admitted or considered 
by the ardent advocates of internationalism. 
Redemption and Nationalism 

Abraham Kuyper, statesman, professor, 
and theologian of Holland, delivered in 
1808 the Stone Lectures at Princeton The- 
ological Seminary on “Calvinism.” In 
those lectures he has a pertinent word on 
the subject of World Empire. 

“All the human race,” he says, “is from 
one blood. The conception of States, how- 
ever, which subdivide the earth into conti- 
nents, and each continent into morsels, does 
not harmonize with this idea. Then only 
would the organic unity of our race be 
realized politically, if one State could em- 
brace all the world, and if the whole of 
humanity were associated in one world 
empire. Had not sin intervened, no doubt, 
this would have been actually so. If sin, 
as a disintegrating force, had not divided 
humanity into different sections, nothing 
would have marred or broken the organic 
unity of our race.” 

But sin did intervene. And it is sin, 
jealousies, envyings, bitterness, lusts, and 
self-seeking among the nations of the earth 
today that make the progress of the League 
of Nations so slow- or impossible... Here 
is stated the fundamental reason why men, 
in attempting to realize what is in itself 
a high and holy ideal, have ever failed 
so to do: sin has dissolved the basic unity 
of the race. And Dr. Kuyper goes on to 
say that, as things are now, “a world em- 
pire cannot be established, nor ought it 
to be.” 

We have already seen, in a previous arti- 
cle, that it was this very contumacy, the 
attempt to build a world government with 
God left. out, which led to the confusion 
of tongues and the separation of men into 
nations. And the present-day attempt to build 
a godless Federation of the World ignores 
the fact that the necessity for. national sepa- 
ration and national differentiation, which ex- 
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isted at the time of the Tower of Babel, con- 
tinues down to the present. There is a deep 
and abiding necessity for nationalism today, 
The trend of men toward national loyalty 
and away from a World Federation is not 
a blind and unreasoning instinct dominating 
the life of the world, but has its origin 
and purpose in an all-wise and superintend- 
ing providence of God. 

This purpose is distinctly stated in the 
passage quoted from Acts 17: God hath 
“made of one [blood] every nation of men 
to dwell on all the face: of the earth, having 
determined their appointed seasons, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should 
seek God.” Here we have it distinctly 
written that it is the Most High who scat- 
ters and keeps the nations in their places 
over the face of the earth. It is God who 
hath appointed the bounds of their habita- 
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tion. It is the sovereign God of nations 
who raises nations up and casts them down, 
measures out the lives of nations as he 
portions out the days and years for the in- 
dividual people of earth; and he does it 
all for the one great purpose of leading 
them to himself —“that they should seek 
God.” 

Here, then, we have the ultimate and 
unchanging philosophy of national life. 
Here we encounter the purpose of the Al- 
mighty in confounding the language of men 
and in setting races and nations apart, 
each from the other. Here we are con- 
fronted by the real reason why nations and 
races do not merge and co-operate as the 
internationalists desire. Gop’s PURPOSE OF 
REDEMPTION REQUIRES NATIONAL SEPARA- 
TION. 

(To be continued) 














Dickens’ Life of Christ 














(Continued from second page) 


In the first chapter of the Life are found 
these statements : 


His father’s name was Joseph... 


There is a Child born today in the City 
of Bethlehem . . . who will grow up to be 
= good that God will love Him as His own 

on. 


Even in a Life of Christ written for chil- 
dren it is possible to explain that, while 
Joseph was Mary’s husband, he was not 
Jesus’ father; that: Jesus had no earthly 
father but was different from all other 
children that have ever been born, in that 
his only Father was God. 

And certainly God did not come to “love 
Him as His own Son” because he “grew 
up to be so good.” 

Although Dickens calls Christ “Saviour” 
repeatedly, he defines what he means by 
this word, and it is not what the Bible 
means. Here is the definition: “And 
because he did stich good, and taught peo- 
ple how to love God and how to Hope to 
go to Heaven after death, He was called 
Our Saviour.” Nowhere in the Life does 
Dickens ever say that Jesus Christ was 
the Saviour of sinners because he died for 
their sins. Steadfastly, throughout the en- 
tire narrative, he excludes all mention of 
Christ’s dying for our sins. Indeed, he 
repudiates this central truth of the Bible 
and heart of the Gospel, which he appar- 
ently considered one of the “vain construc- 
tions and inventions of men.” He de- 
scribes the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper as follows: 


And he took bread from the table, 
and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it 
to them; and he took the cup of Wine, and 
blessed it, and drank, and gave it to them, 
saying “Do this in remembrance of Me!” 


The plainly intentional omission by 
Dickens, here, of our Lord’s' words, “This 
is my body,” and “This is my blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins,” or of any simple 
paraphrase of this, although it is found 
in all the Gospel accounts of the Supper, 
is too serious to be excused. 

In the account of the healing .of the 
paralytic, while the physical miracle is 
described in detail, there is the notable omis- 


sion of our Lord’s word, “Man, thy sins 
are forgiven,” and of his declaration that 
“the Son of man hath power upon earth 
to forgive sins” (Luke 5:20, 24). 

One of the best things in this “Life of 
Our Lord” is its unquestioning acceptance 
of the supernatural. The miracles are re- 
corded faithfully and. accurately, and no 
doubt is cast upon their being historical 
facts. God’s word from Heaven at the 
time of Christ’s baptism is given: “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” The raising from the dead of 
Lazarus and of the son of the widow of 
Nain, the stilling of the tempest on the 
Sea of Galilee, the healing of the Gadarene 
demoniac, the miraculous feeding of both 
the five thousand and the four thousand, 
as well as the resurrection of Christ, are 
accurately and unquestioningly recorded. 

But there are blunders in simple state- 
ments of fact that are inexcusable in a 
writer of Dickens’ experience and standards 
of literary greatness. Thus he says that 
Herod, hearing of the miracles Christ was 
working, said, “This man is a companion 
and friend of John the Baptist.” That is 
exactly what Herod did not say. For 
“Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of 
Jesus, and said unto his servants, This is 
John the Baptist; he is risen from the 
dead; and therefore mighty works do shew 
forth themselves in him” (Matt. 14:1, 2). 

Another strange mistake is Dickens’ 
statement that, when our Lord was criti- 
cized by the Pharisees and scribes for going 
to the home of Zacchzus and eating with 
him, he answered them by relating the 
parable of the prodigal son. This parable 
was told by our Lord several months be- 
fore the incident of Zacchzus at Jericho, 
as we see from Luke 15 and 109. 

Again, we are toid that when Christ 
was delivered by Pilate to the soldiers to 
be scourged, and they put the crown of 
thorns on his head, and mocked him as a 
king, and treated him cruelly, the Lord 
prayed: “Father, forgive them! They 
know not what they do!” And when, a 
little later, the Lord was delivered over to 
the soldiers to be crucified, we are told 
that he “still prayed for them to God.” 
This is imagination, and. not Scripture. 
For the only record the Gospels give us 
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of our Lord’s prayers for those who cru- 
cified him is that of his prayer as he hung 
on the cross, and not while he was being 
scourged, or derided, or led away to Cal-« 
vary. In dealing with details set forth so 
fully as are the details of our Lord’s last 
hours and moments before his death, surely. 
a Christian father, telling the story to his 
children, should be expected to hold to 
what the inspired Scriptures give us, and 
not venture inferences in a matter as sacred 
as this. 

That we are saved by the grace of God 
through the death of his Son is nowhere 
stated or even remotely intimated in 
Dickens’ Life of Christ. But quite the 
opposite is repeatedly taught. , 

Thus we are told that when our Lord 
went into the wilderness after his bap- 
tism he stayed there forty days “praying 
that He might be of use to men and women, 
and teach them to be better, so that after 
their deaths, they might be happy in 
Heaven.” John the Baptist had preceded 
Christ, Dickens says, and “went about the 
country, preaching to them [the people], 
and entreating them to be better men and 
women.” It is true that John did this, 
but also he pointed his hearers to Christ in 
the words: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). On this, Dickens is silent. 

The Lord chose his apostles from among 
poor men “in order that the Poor might 
know always after that; in all the years © 
to come — that Heaven was made for them, 
as well as for the rich. . . . The most 
miserable, the most ugly, deformed, 
wretched creatures that live, will be bright 
Angels in Heaven if they are good here 
on earth.” This is the teaching throughout 
Dickens’ “Life of Our Lord.” The early 
Christians could not be silenced by per- 
secution, “for they knew that if they did 
their duty, they would go to Heaven.” 

“Our Saviour meant to teach .. . that 
people who have done good all their lives 
long, will go to Heaven after they are 
dead.” The novelist adds: “But that peo- 
ple who have been wicked, because of 
their being miserable, or not having parents 
and friends to take care of them when 
young, and who are truly sorry for it, 
however late in their lives, and pray God 
to forgive them, will be forgiven and will 
go to Heaven, too.” Sin, in other words, 
is the result of “being miserable, or not 
having parents and friends to take care of 
them when young.” And there is no sug- 
gestion that God’s forgiveness of sin, and 
his justifying of the repentant and believ- 
ing sinner, is made possible by the death 
of Christ in the sinner’s stead. 

There are many true and beautiful state- 
ments throughout the great English novel- 
ists “Life of Our Lord.” The glorious 
ascension is described, and the announce- 
ment of the angels to the disciples “that 
as they had seen Christ ascend to Heaven, 
so He would one day come descending from 
it, to judge the World.” After this the dis- 
ciples traveled widely, “telling the People of 
Christ’s Life and Death —and of His Cru- 
cifixion and Resurrection —- and of the Les- 
sons He had taught —and baptizing them 
in Christ’s name.” When Thomas had said 
he would not believe in the resurrection 
of Christ unless he could see the nail- 
pierced hands and feet and thrust his hand 
into the Lord’s side, and when the Lord 
later appeared to them all, while Thomas 
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was there, the Lord’s loving invitation and 
rebuke of Thomas:are given reverently and 
accurately, ending with the words: “Then 
said Jesus, ‘Thomas, because thou hast seen 
me, thou hast believed. Blessed are they. 
that have not seen me, and yet have be- 
lieved.’ ” 

Yet these true statements are vitiated and 
contradicted by the sadly unscriptural state- 
ments of which examples have been quoted. 
And the “Life” ends with these words: 
“Remember!—It is Christianity to do 
Good, always -— even to those who do evil 
to us. It is Christianity to love our neigh- 
bour as ourself, and to do to all men as 
we would have them Do to us. It is Chris- 
tianity to be gentle, merciful, and forgiving, 
and to keep those qualities quiet in our 
own hearts, and never make a boast of 
them, or of our prayers, or of our love 
of God, but always to shew that we love 
Him by humbly trying to do right in every- 
thing. If we do this, and remember the 
life and lessons of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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and try to act up to them, we may confi- 
dently hope that God will forgive us our 
sins and mistakes, and enable us to live 
and die in Peace.” 

When this unscriptural Life of Christ 
by Charles Dickens is published as a book, 
it is to be hoped that it will not be used 
by Christian parents and teachers. There 
are true and dependable books in this field 
that may be used without hesitation, such 
as the following (any of these may be 
ordered from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia; piease 
add 10 cents for postage). 


Hurlbut’s Life of Christ. By Jesse L. Hurlbut, 
D.D. (Winston, $2.) 

A Life of Christ for Young People. By Mar- 
garet E. Sangster. (Revell, $1.50.) 

The Wee Folks’ Life of Christ. (Altemus, 50 
cents.) 

Story of the Great King. By Helen Howarth 
Lemmel. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 80 cents.) 


The Story of Jesus — The Christ. By Helen 
Brown Hoyt. (Wilde, $2.) 
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Overcoming Lateness 


HERE were so many pupils late in 

our Sunday school at one time that 

it was almost impossible to begin on 
time, because there were hardly ever 
enough there to warrant starting. 

We decided it was time to start a war 
on tardiness. Realizing that punctuality, 
or its lack, rests largely with the home, 
we started our first attack there. The pas- 
tor spoke about it from the pulpit, because 
he could get a larger per cent of the par- 
ents together at that time. He told of 
the serious loss to the pupil who never got 
there in time for the beginning of the 
service. He told of the annoyance to the 
whole department when late pupils came 
straggling in at all hours. Then he as- 
serted that it was the duty of the home to 
see that the children were started on time, 
and with unfailing regularity. After his 
talk, he read the number of latenesses from 
each department that day, and the total for 
the whole school. 

It was rather embarrassing to the par- 
ents to find that actually more than a third 
of the pupils came in from two to ten min- 
utes after the time set for opening the 
school. He announced that hereafter the 
departments had decided to open exactly on 
the appointed minute, and that the num- 
ber of latenesses would be reported till 
there were no longer any to report. 

This plan had various results. Parents 
were of course more careful to see that 
the family got off on time. Adult classes 
were eager to have their membership 
out on time, and to help accomplish this 
they asked those who were on time to 
stand, just before the lesson began, to be 
counted. 

In the departments much emphasis was 
put upon the matter, because no depart- 
ment officer wished to have a poor report 
read. Classes were asked to stand in the 
departments who had perfect records for 


the day. Credit cards were given all classes 
having a perfect record for the day, and 
pennants were offered those classes which 
maintained perfect records for six weeks, 
not counting that first: surprise Sunday. 

In the Beginners and Primary depart- 
ments cards were given each Sunday to 
take home, bearing slogans that were meant 
to stimulate early arrival. One clever one 
was a clock, with the hand pointing to half 
past nine. Above it were the words, “Bible 
School begins at half past nine.” Below, 
the card said, “I was there on time,” or 
“I was late.’ Another card bore a pic- 
ture of a running child saying, “I am 
hurrying to get to Bible School before the 
last bell rings.” 

The Council promised a picnic to the 
whole school on that week when the school 
for the first time had no pupils tardy. It 
had to be an indoor picnic held from six 
in the evening to nine (for those who could 
stay that late), but it was a great occasion, 
with refreshments in the basement dining 
room and games in department rooms for 
every age. 

Having once demonstrated that it is pos- 
sible to get to Sunday school on time, just 
as it is possible to get to public school on 
time, we resolved never again to allow 
our Sunday school to lapse into careless 
habits. ” 

w 


A Red Letter Day Each Month 


UR school has received much inspira- 
tion from our series of Red Letter 
Days. These days are arranged so that 
we have one big day in each month, and 
where it seemed wise we have set them 
ahead or back a week or so, in order that 
there may be plenty of time between them 
for convenience to the school and’ our 
workers. : 
One of our young women made us a 
beautiful calendar with all the days marked 
in black ink, except the Red Letter Days. 
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It hangs up where every one can see it 
and note the date of each succeeding Red 
Letter Day. 

The first Red Letter Day comes: in the 
middle of January, when we install our 
newly elected officers. It is a day for 
general consecration, and an effort is made 
on that day to get as many as possible 
of our pupils, who are of the proper age, 
to come into the church. 

The next Red Letter Day is Love Sun- 
day, in February, about the fourteenth. The 
program is always built around the theme 
of love. 

March sometimes is our Easter Month. 
When it is not, we have Father and Son 
week then, and Father and Son Sunday 
is our March Red Letter Day. If Easter 
comes in March, Father and Son Day 
comes in April, exactly one month before 
Mothers’ Day. 

May of course has Mothers’ Day; June, 
Children’s Day; July, Patriotic Sunday; 
August, Home-Coming Day; and Septem- 
ber, Promotion Day. We put our Rally 
Day off three weeks to get it farther from 
Promotion Day, and combine it with Go- 
To-Church Sunday. November is of 
course Thanksgiving month, and December, 
Christmas. 

We have twelve of our very best leaders. 
appointed. as “Months.” Each “Month,” 
with the co-operation of the Committee on 
Religious Education, selects a working com- 
mittee of from three to five or six, depend- 
ing on the month. The superintendents 
and teachers are all placed on some com- 
mittee. But we also use other good workers 
to help make up the number. 

Each “Month” and her committee have 
full charge of all arrangements for the 
Red Letter Day that falls in the month. 
They use anyone they wish, from the gen- 
eral membership of the school, in any way 
they can get them to help. The idea is to 
distribute the work and responsibility over 
as much of the school as possible, and 
to interest every family in these big 
days. 

Each “Month” is anxious of course to 
make her program as much of a success 
as any of the others, and most of them are 
very good. Usually we begin fifteen min- 
utes early and have it during the opening. 
Sometimes the special features are carried 
out in departments only, though the com- 
mittee has general oversight over all. 

A great effort is made on each of these 
days to get a record-breaking crowd out. 
Once we sent a red letter to every family 
in the Sunday school, reminding them of 
the day. Another time we sent cards 
printed in red letters, and once a cartoon 
printed in red, with one big red letter as 
a principal feature, was a reminder of the 
day. A huge red letter suspended by wires 
across the street in front of the church 
was one committee’s way of calling atten- 
tion to the day.- A large red letter in a 
prominent advertising space in the local 
paper, with the invitation printed beiow it, 
was another idea. A member of the school 
donated the space for that one Saturday. 

Our yearly attendance doubled the first 
year we tried out this plan. Classes use 
Red Letter plans of their own, because a 
Red Letter banner is awarded to each class 
that has one hundred per cent present on 
a Red Letter Day. 


Bou per, Coto. 
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LESSON 5. APRIL 29. CHRIST'S STANDARD OF GREATNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 20: 1-34, printed text: verses 17-28 
Golden Text.— The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.—Matt. 20: 28 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 20 : 17-28 


Kinc James Version 

Matt. 20:17 And Jesus going up to: Jerusalem took the twelve 
disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 

18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be 
betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall 
condemn him to death, 

19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, 
and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her 
sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing: of him. 

21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, 
Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, 
and the other on'‘the left, in thy kingdom. 

22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are 
ye able to: drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized 
with he baptism that I am. baptized with? They say unto him, We 
are able. 

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and 
be baptized with the: baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit 
on my right hand, and-on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall 
be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. : 

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation 
against the two brethren. e 

25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the 
princes of ‘the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 20:17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took 
the twelve disciples apart, and on the way he said unto them, 18 
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be ? deliv- 
ered unto the chief priests and scribes; and they shall condemn him 
to death, 19 and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify: and the third day he shall be raised up. 

20 Then came to him the mother of the sons of Zebedee with 
her sons, * worshipping him, and asking a certain thing of him. 
21 And he said unto her, What wouldest thou? She saith unto him, 
Command that these my two sons may sit, one on thy right hand, 
and one on thy left hand, in thy kingdom. 22 But Jesus answered’ 
and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink? They say unto him, We are able. 23 He 
saith unto them, My cup indeed ye shall drink: but to sit on my 
right hand, and on my left hand, is not mine to give; but it is for 
them for whom it hath been prepared of my Father. 24 And when 
the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation concerning the 
two brethren. 25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know. 
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones, 
exercise authority over them. 26 Not so shall it be among you: 
but whosoever would become great among you shall be your * min-. 
ister; 27 and whosoever would be first among you shall be your, 
‘servant: 28 even as the Son of man came not to be ministered. 














are great exercise authority upon them. 


26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great 


among you, let him be your minister ; 


27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 


servant: 


28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 


unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 


to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


6 LL that is in the world” is contrary 
A at every :point to all that is in 
the Kingdom:of God. John sums 
up “all that is in the world’ as “the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life’ (1 John 2:16). On our 
Lord’s last journey to Jerusalem, as. he 
faces the cross, the teachings of the King- 
dom are revealed in:their tremendous con- 
trast with the standards of the world. The 
question of: marriage and: divorce is raised, 
and our: Lord lifts up a standard which 
rebukes the lust of the flesh. The ques- 
tion of money presents itself in the person 
of the rich young ruler, and our Lord re- 
veals how covetousness, or the lust of the 
eyes, shuts the door of the Kingdom. But 
deeper than lust and covetousness, in the 
kingdom of this world, is the pride -of 
life; in our. present lesson. the world’s 
standard of greatness is set forth in its 
glaring contrast to Christ’s standard of 
greatness. He wants his disciples to seek 
for greatness, and he opens for them the 
true way: this is the way that he himself 
was walking at that very time-—the way 
of the Cross. - 


The Historical Setting 


Our Lord’s final prediction of his death, 
before his arrival in Jerusalem, took place 
just before he entered Jericho, and thus was 
but a few days before the beginning of the 
last week of his life, which we judge was 
in April of A. D. 30. 
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Verse by Verse 


Matthew 20: 18.—Shall condemn him to 
death. The first prophecy that the San- 
hedrin — the chief priests and the scribes — 
would condemn him to death and deliver 
him to the Gentiles (v. 19). 


Verse 19—To mock, and to scourge. 
The prophecy, as well as the record of his 
death, lays. emphasis upon these things 
(Mark 8:31; 10:34; Isa. 50:6; 52:14). 
And to crucify him. The first mention in 
the New Testament of the form of his 
death (cf. Matt. 10:38; 16:24). 


Verse 20.—The mother of Zebedee’s chil- 
dren. Salome, who was probably the sister 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus (cf. Matt. 
27:56; Mark 15:40; 16:1; John 19:25). 


Verse 21.—In thy kingdom. Expecting 
the Kingdom immediately to appear when 
the Lord entered Jerusalem, in spite of his 
clear declaration concerning his death 
(Luke 19:11). Read Matthew 19: 28. 


Verse 22—Ye know not what ye ask. 
Now addressing the two sons. They did 
not yet understand about the suffering 
which is to precede the glory (2 Tim. 2: 
12> Rev. 3:21; Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 1: 11). 
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of? The cup of woe must come 
before the cup of joy and blessing. A 
“cup” is a symbol for a portion of life, 
whether of joy, or punishment, or sorrow 
(Psa. 16:5; 23:5; 110: 13; Isa. S31: 173 
Jer. 49:12; Matt. 26:39; John 18:11). 
And to be baptized with the baptism that 
I am baptized with? His baptism.of blood 
(Luke 12:50). Another figure for the sor- 
row that is to overwhelm him (Psa. 42: 
7). We are able. These men were ready 


1See chap. 10: 4. 
ence whether paid to a creature (see chap. 4:9; 18: 26), or to 
the Creator (see chap. 4: 10). 


2The Greek word denotes an act of rever- 


r, servant, ‘*Gr., bondservant. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


Religious Education. ; 


to go all the way with Christ, although 
they knew not what they said. 

Verse 23.—Ye shall drink indeed of my 
cup. Our Lord foresees the sufferings 
they would meet, which are “his cup,” but 
not in the sense of sharing the atonement, 
(v. 28). It will not be their resolution 
that will carry them through, but by his 
grace they will fellowship with his suffer-, 
ings. James within fourteen years gave 
his life, —the first martyr of the Twelve; 
(Acts 12:1, 2). John lived for seventy, 
or eighty years, enduring suffering and, 
persecution longer than any of the Twelve., 
But to sit on my right hand ... is not mine, 
to give. This is, it is not to be given as, 
they suggest, as a matter of favoritism, or, 
given arbitrarily. There will be places of. 
honor in the Kingdom, but they will be. 
won by suffering and service, and are not! 
Christ’s to give, except to those for whom 
it is prepared. Of my Father. But given 
also by the Son, for they are One. 

Verse 26.—But it shall not be so among 
you. Christ’s followers must, for all time, 
be different from the Gentiles and the plan 
of greatness and authority followed by 
them. Alas, that his Church has never 
been weaned from the Gentile way! Who- 
soever will be great among you. It is right 
to aim to be great—in the Kingdom of 
Heaven way, which is the true way as 
contrasted with the way of empty bubbles. 
Let him be your minister. The word from 
which we get “deacon.” 


Verse 27.—Whosoever will be chief. Not 
simply great, but first of all, aiming for 
the highest place, as James and John were 
doing. Let him be your servant. That is, 
“bondslave,” serving all the others. Truly 
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God’s ways are not as man’s. He that 
would reach the highest must seek the 
lowest place, 


Verse 28.—Even as the Son of man. The 
climax of the teaching, as always, points 
to himself. He is what he teaches, the 
spoken and the written Word; teaching 
concerning the secret of greatness and con- 
cerning all else is incarnate in the living 
Word. Came not to be ministered unto. 
Not one word or deed could they recall 
that ministered to himself. But to minister. 
And as the Father sent him to do this, he 
was sending his disciples likewise to min- 
ister, to suffer, and afterward be glorified. 
And to give his life a ransom for many. 
This that is added is for the Son of God 
alone. No other man could do this or 
share in it. (See Special Topics.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Three times our Lord predicted his death 
before he entered Jerusalem. Each time 
the solemn announcement fell upon the 
ears of disciples who were occupied with 
thoughts of their own glory in the coming 
Kingdom. They were minding the things 
of men. “Be it far from thee, Lord,” was 
Peter’s response to the first prediction. 
Then came the Lord’s stern rebuke and 
the message on denying self and taking up 
the cross. (Matt. 16: 21-27). The second 
prediction was followed by the dispute as 
to who should. be greatest, drawing forth 
the lesson of the child in the midst (Matt. 
17: 22, 23; 18: 1-6). The request of James 
and John for the highest thrones followed 
the third prediction, then the teaching ten- 
derly repeated concerning the meaning of 
true greatness, And still, in our day, the 
apostolic band before the Cross is the ex- 
ample the Church is following after the 
Cross. Seeking for place and power, jeal- 
ousy, hunger for applause, avoiding hard- 
ship and suffering—these are too often 
the order of the day among professing 
Christians, and chiefly among Christian 
workers. A pathetic feature of the situa- 
tion is that this Gentile way of greatness 
closes the door to the very greatness that 
is sought. There are to be crowns of glory, 
but they are to be earned, and given at the 
end of the race, not at the beginning. How 
glorious is that Cross which not only 
pointed the way to the life of self-denial 
and ministry for others, but provided the 
power to transform the self-seeking dis- 
ciples into Christ-centered ministers who 
follow that Way of greatness, 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Cross AND THE CROWN 

1. Prediction of the Master’s Cross 
(Matt. 20: 17-19). 

2. Self-seeking disciples striving for 
crowns (20: 20-23). 

3. The Master’s message to jealous 
disciples on ministering and greatness 
(20: 24-27). 

4. The Master Himself the Example 
of self-effacing ministry (20:28). 
PATHWAY TO GREATNESS 

1. Joined with Christ, in death and 
resurrection (Rom. 6: 4-6). 

2. Serving others, in self-forgetful 
ministry (1 Cor, 10:33; 11:1). 

3. Following Christ, in the fellowship 
of his sufferings (Phil. 3: 10; Col. 1: 24). 

4. Reigning with Christ, in present vic- 
tory and future glory (Rom. 5: 17; 8:17). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. April 29.—Christ’s Standard of Great- 
GE oo p00 tb 08h se vepnatianets ba Matt. 20: 1-34 

6. May 6—Jesus Acclaimed as King. 
Matt. 21 : 1-46 

7. May 13.—Christianity and Patriotism 

(Temperance and Good Citizenship). 
: Matt. 22:1 to 23:39 

8. May 20.—The Future of the Kingdom. 
Matt. 24:1 to 25 : 30 
9. May 27.—The Last Judgment. Matt 25 : 31-46 

10. June 3.—Jesus in the Shadow of the 
OES - cuntsdccckesetecesstdcdes Matt. 26: 1-75 
11, June 10.—Jesus on the Cross ..Matt. 27 : 1-66 

12, June 17.—The Risen Lord and the 
Great Commission .......... Matt. 28 : 1-20 

13. June 24.—Review. 








Special Leeson Topics and Truths 

The Atonement. The remarkable verse 
that forms the Golden Text of our lesson, 
with its words, “to give his life a ransom 
for many” (Matt. 20:28), is the first 
definite declaration in the New Testament 
of the sacrificial, vicarious, and substitu- 
tionary nature of Christ’s death. The word 
“for” means “instead of,” or “in the place 
of.” The word “many” is in contrast to 
the “One” who gave his life, and is equiva- 
lent to “all” (1 Tim. 2:6). The word “ran- 
som,” from the word “to loose,” means to 
redeem, paying a price, as for a life (Exod. 
21:30), to free a captive (Isa. 45:13), 
to redeem a slave (Lev. 25:51). This 
simple statement of our Lord’s contains 
the heart of the theology of the atonement 
which is unfolded in a wonderful way in 
Paul’s Epistles. Christ died in the place 
of the sinner, paying the eternal death pen- 
alty of sin, thus removing the hindrance to 
God’s forgiving sin and justifying man and 
uniting him to a holy God. His death was 
for all (1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2: 
2; 2 Cor. 5:14, R. V.; John 3:16). The 
ground of our redemption is the blood of 
Christ; the condition is faith (Rom. 3:25). 
Christ’s death is a propitiation, offered to 
God, and primarily affects him, secondarily 
men (Rom. 3:25). 

Other Special Topics. Prophecies of the 
Cross in the Old Testament and the New. 
Suffering and Tribulation. Parallel Ac- 
counts. Humiliation and Exaltation of 
Christ. The Coming Kingdom. Parable 
of the Laborers in the Vineyard (treated 
fully in second series of “Studying Our 
Lord’s Parables.” Order from Columbia 
Bible College, 25 cents). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Have we received the atonement? We 
receive it by believing, by accepting Christ 
who died in our place. To do this there 
must be an acknowledgment of ourselves 
as lost sinners and of him as our all-suffi- 
cient ransom. 


We are called to suffer with Christ. 
Christians are appointed to tribulation, and 
our future glory is always linked with 
present fellowship of his sufferings, even 
as with Christ it was first suffering, then 
glory (Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 1:11). 


Mothers, hold right ambitions for your 
children! It is right for mothers to be 
ambitious that their children should hold 
the very highest place in life. Most am- 
bitious mothers make the same mistake 
that Salome: made as to how to achieve 
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greatness. What tragedies they have 
brought to their children iri’ choices ‘con- 
cerning pleasure, society, marriage, posi- 
tion, wealth, careers. The only safe path 
is a life lived for Christ, not for earthly 
preferment. 


Choose Christ’s path of greatness. Our 
Lord wants us to be ambitious after true 
greatness, — great in service and in char- 
acter now, and great in his bountiful re- 
wards in the glory to come. 


Have we the mind of Christ in Christian 
fellowship? How does our Church, and 
our Christian ‘circle, stand in the matter 
of doing nothing through faction or vain- 
glory, each counting other better than him- 
self? (Phil. 2: 1-5.) If there is any lack 
of unity and love, there lurks pride, jeal- 
ousy, and self-seeking. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson. Truths 
Our Lord asked the same question of the 
two disciples and of the two blind men: 
“What would ye that I should do for you?” 
How eager he is to answer every request 
when we do not ask amiss (Jas. 4:3). 


When we ask that the eyes of our heart 
be opened, that request is always granted. 

Jealousy is the worship of self: flee from 
jealousy as from idolatry. 


Satan sought to grasp the highest place 
and won the lowest place; the Son of God 
left the highest place to take the lowest, 
and won the highest place as man as well 
as God (Isa. 14: 12-15; Phil. 2: 5-11). 

The mind of Christ is lowliness of mind 
(Phil. 2:3, 5). 


Self-seeking and jealous disciples were 
transformed into self-effacing and loving 
disciples: what power in the Cross! 


Friendship for Jesus Christ must be 
tested when friendship for him means a 
cross and not a crown, 


Our Lord wants ambitious disciples — 
with Paul’s two great ambitions: to be 
well-pleasing to Christ, and to preach Christ 
where his name has not been named (2 
Cor. 5:9; Rom. 15:20, R. V., mar.). 

Cotumata, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT other facts do we know about “the 
mother of Zebedee’s children” ? 

2. Was the mother’s request for high places 
her own idea, or did her sons join her defi- 
nitely in this? 

3- How did their desire for these high 
places in itself show that they were unfit to 
hold them? 

4. Is it a sin to desire to be great? 

5. When did the Lord Jesus mention his 
“cup” again, after Matthew 20: 22? 

6. How can we explain why James and 
John should come to Christ to ask about sit- 
ting at his right hand and his left, when the 
Lord had just predicted his own death? 

7. The parable of the laborers in the vine- 
yard is vitally related to last week’s lesson 
on “Our All for the Kingdom,” and also 
vitally related to this lesson on “Christ’s 
Standard of Greatness.” In what way is 
this so? 

8. If salvation is a free gift, why must 
Christ’s disciples “drink of the cup”? 


9. What was harder for Christ to:do (as 
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Lesson for April 29 


_indicated in this lesson) than to open the 


eyes of the two blind men? 


10. What are several lessons on prayer 
revealed in the account of the healing of the 
blind men? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 248 of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two doilars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one 

Why God Chooses Us.—But whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your 
minister (v. 26). Hudson Taylor, the 
great missionary leader, once said, when 
some one asked him how he was chosen 
for the work in China, that God chose 
a little man so that men might see what 
a great God we have——From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Carthage, S. D. 


John Wesley’s Sacrifice.—The Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many (Golden Text). John Wesley, 
a classical scholar and gifted with a virile 
mind, gave himself fully to God and con- 
secrated all his powers to his service. 
Possessed of a scholar’s love for books, yet 
he spent the most of his life in the saddle 
and in the active duties of a most strenu- 
ous life. With a passionate love for art, 
especially for music and architecture, he 
turned away from their charms to blow 
the Gospel trumpet with all his might. 
With a more than ordinary longing for 
the sweets and comforts of human love, he 
rose above disappointments which would 
have crushed ordinary men, forgot his 
“inly-bleeding heart” (his own expres- 
sion), and gave himself unreservedly to 
the work of binding up the broken-hearted. 
Visiting the beautiful grounds of an Eng- 
lish nobleman, he said, “I, too, have a relish 
for these things; but there is another 
world.”—From Arnold’s Practical Sunday 
School Lesson commentary for 1919. Sent 
by E. L. Habecker, Burlington, Vt. 


Spurgeon’s Exposure of Modernism.— 
The Son of man came ... to give his life 
a@ ransom for many (Golden Text). Mod- 
ern thinkers (?) make sport of Old Testa- 
ment types that represent the Lord’s sub- 
stitutionary atonement or its results, but 
had they ever been themselves made to feel 
the weight of sin upon a spiritually awak- 
ened conscience, they would cease from 
their vain ridicule. Their doctrine of atone- 
ment has well been described by Dr. Dun- 
can as the admission “that the Lord Jesus 
Christ did something or other, which some- 
how or other was int some way or other 
connected with man’s salvation.” This is 
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their substitute for substitution—From 
Spurgeon’s “Treasury of David.” Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Old Sailor’s Gospel.—The Son of 
man came ... to give his life a ransom for 
many (Golden Text). A ship had been 
wrecked, and when the boats had been let 
down it was seen that there was not room 
in them for all. Lots were cast, and among 
those who had to remain behind was a 
young and very wicked sailor. He was very 
pale, and those near him heard him mutter, 
“Lost — lost eternally.” But he was picked 
up bodily and thrown into one of the boats. 
The man who had done that, called to 
him, “You are not ready to die yet, but I 
am, and am willing to die for you. But 
mind that I see you in Heaven.” An old 
sailor who had often told him of Jesus and 
asked him to receive the Saviour, thus died 
in his stead. Ever after, the young man, 
who really accepted Christ, was wont to 
testify in these words: “For me two 
have died.”—From Glad Tidings. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Better than Losing It.—And to give his 
life a ransom for many (Golden Text). A 
chaplain was speaking to a soldier on a 
cot in a hospital. “You have lost an arm 
in the great cause,” said the chaplain. “No,” 
said the soldier with a smile, “I didn’t lose 
it—I gave it.” And in the same way 
Jesus did not lose his life, he gave it. It 
reminds us of his purpose. He died that 
we might be forgiven, and go at last to 
Heaven.—From The Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, Minn. 


What Are We Asking For?—Lord, that 
our eyes may be opened (v. 33). Theodore 
Monod was once telling a little friend 
about Christ and blind Bartimzus. “And 
what,” said the to the boy, “would you have 
asked from Jesus if you had been blind?” 
“Oh,” said the child, with glowing face 
and kindling eyes, “I should have asked 
him for a nice little dog with a collar and 
chain to lead me about.” How often do we 
ask for the blind man’s dog instead of the see- 
ing man’s eyes.—From The Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


The Busy Men’s Corer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Real Mother.—Desiring a certain 
thing of him (Matt. 20: 20). I always take 
off my hat to Mrs. Zebedee, even if the 
other disciples were mad at her. You 
will notice it was not the Lord Jesus who 
gave her the unkind look and = said, 
“Woman, you ought to be ashamed of 
yourself to make such a request among 
friends.” Mrs. Zebedee is revealed as a 
real mother. 

Every mother worthy of the high office 
of course wants to see her boys land in 
the “right” and “left” places of life. Yes, 
and side by side with a good man. And 
when she has a chance she will ask for 
these places. Mrs. Zebedee had raised her 
boys right. Were they not, with Peter, 
nearest the Master’s heart? 

In the old days when we had real appren- 
tices who “served their time” and came 
out real, all-around mechanics, I used to 
enjoy greatly to have a mother call at my 
home and urge the claims of her “wonder- 
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ful boy.” “Misther Ridgway, if ye’ll take 
our Mike and make a good mechanic out 
of him, I'll guarantee he’ll stay the whole 
four years, or I’ll skin the hide off him.” 

When we could take “Mike” you just 
bet he “stayed.” That is to say, the am- 
bitious mother usually has sons who will 
make -good. Zebedee’s boys did, and our 
Irish boys always did without a single ex- 
ception. 

Oh, yes, I know what the commentators 
say about expecting Jesus to set up a 
Government and Mrs. Z. was after the 
State and Treasury portfolio, but that may 
have been only a part of it.- Trust a 
woman to estimate a man. She wanted 
her two boys to be in close tbuch with 
the Man who spake as none other. 

Have you noticed what usually happens 
to young men who get into the office or 
shop of big Christian men? Like master, 
like man. The present executive was the 
office boy of his great predecessor, who 
founded and extended the business. Michael 
Faraday was Sir Humphrey Davy’s assist- 
ant, and you can go on and name other 
cases locally. Many a present day execu- 
tive came out of Cash Register Patterson’s 
offices. (Matt. 11:29— “Learn of me.’’) 


Faithful but Dumb.—When the ten 
heard it, they were moved with indignation 
against the two brethren (v. 24). “Put 
your mother up to it, didn’t you!” The 
disciples were human, and how human it 
is to be “moved with indignation” when 
another human “beats you to it’! 

No one can make me believe the “ten” 
did not also have their eyes on some good 
place when the “Kingdom” was established. 
This has always been the way of the world. 
There are many Mr. Lots and few Uncle 
Abrams (Gen. 13:8-11). Napoleon did 
something for his friends and rélatives 
when he came into kingly power. 

As I write, the grandson of the King 
of Sweden, who is a son of Princess Marie 
of Russia, has given up his royal title to 
marry the only girl he loves instead of 
some royal one grandfather may select. 
He takes his family name Bernadotte. 
While Bonaparte did not exactly make 
General Bernadotte Crown Prince of Swe- 
den, it so happens he is the only one of 
the Napoleonic entourage that has held on 
to the high place, because General Berna- 
dotte was a Christian and high grade man 
who proved a blessing to Sweden. , 

So it was quite natural “The Twelve” 
should have an eye upon’a good berth of 
some sort when Jesus the Christ should 
mount his throne and reign. A conquering 
King who needed only a few loaves and 
fishes for a commissariat, and who had 
soldiers who could receive no wounds the 
Commander in Chief could not heal by a 
simple “Take up thy bed and walk.” So 
who wouldn’t! 

But his disciples did not understand him 
in spite of all he had been telling them 
day after day. The human animal by and 
large is just that dumb and opaque. Al- 
most all of us have to be told and told, 
and then we don’t catch on. We have to 
touch the stove to know it is really hot. 
How many of you, for example, some time 
in your life have tried to beat a gambler 
at his own game? 


The Great Preacher of the Tall Grass!” 
—Whosoever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister (v. 26). There was 
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a day when the “minister” was the most 
important man in the community, espe- 
cially in the town and countryside beyond 
the great cities. Indeed, to a certain extent 
in the cities also. 

Up at Brandywine Manor, six miles 
north of Coatesville, the Rev. Nathan Grier 
and his son J. N. C. Grier were the min- 
isters for eighty-one years. 

Over at Octoraro, some seven or eight 
miles west, Dr,. Latta and sons were min- 
isters for years and years. The first Dr. 
Latta was the first graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 

These great and godly ministers put the 
religious stamp on Northwest Chester 
County. “What thé Doctor says goes.” 
“The Menor” and “Octararo,” no village 
there, just two country churches, each in 
a grove of noble trees, but oh, the wide 
flung influence! Some of the biggest busi- 
nesses and most valuable institutions in 
Philadelphia have their roots in the graves 
of the Griers and the Lattas. 

If you think: I overstate, suppose you 
ask General George Washington over there 
at Valley Forge that awful winter. He 
can tell you how ministers and people of 
these two churches stood by him in that 
trying time. A winter like the last “old- 
fashioned” one. 

Why does not this patriarchal condition 
obtain today in the ministry? Here is 
one fellow’s idea, for what it is worth. 
You are not expected to agree, so you 
needn’t write. 

The reason is that the able young min- 
ister does not stay long enough in his 
country charge to warm his nest. His ear 
and his mind are continually open for 
voices calling from town. He thinks the 
ministerial ladder has its foot in some town 
church. And most city pastors can tell 
him he is all wrong. And he will not 

believe it. 

If I had my life to live over again I 
might prepare myself for the ministry. I 
would seek a country call where there were 
intelligent farmers. When I got such a 
charge I would settle down for a perma- 
nent stay and live just like my people, 
pants in boots, hayseed in my hair, rye 
straw in mouth, and all. I would read and 
study and pray. If the Lord developed any 
talent in me.and gave me any spiritual 
power I would keep right out at old “Green 
Fields Church,” drawing my congregation 
from far Squedunk to near Skelp Level, 
leading them to the Saviour, and become 
“Dromyderry,” the Great Preacher of the 
Tall Grass! Yes, on $1,800 a year and a 
Tin Lizzie! (2 Tim. 4:5; 1 Pet. 5:2.) 
(P. S.—Drom, a ridge; Derry, a way!) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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A Parable of the Acom 
By E. J. Pace, D.D. 


ASSING under a great oak tree one 
afternoon in autumn, I picked up an 
acorn of unusual size and beauty. An acorn 
is a beautiful thing. For grace of form, 
and loveliness of curve, what can excel 
it? From the dainty, snugly fitting cap, 
down to the tiny nub on the under side, 
it is all beauty. 
But as I held it. between thumb and 
finger I thought I heard it speak to me. 
And there was a note of complaint in his 
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voice as he said: 
all.” 


“T don’t understand it at 


“What don’t: you understand, little 
acorn?” 
“Why this humiliating experience? All 


last summer’I had a great time playing 
hide-and-seek among the leaves of the tree 
with my fellow acorns, dancing and sway- 
ing in the breezes, and it was all pure fun. 
Ah, that’s the life for me, a place high 
up in the sun. But one gusty day the wind 
blew with great fury, and I was suddenly 
ripped off and hurled full fifty feet to 
the earth. Wouldn’t you call that humiliat- 
ing?” 

“Yes, I fancy that would be humiliating 
to most of us. But listen, little acorn, 
I have something to tell you. The fact 
of the matter is, you did not fall far 
enough.” 

“But, man, I fell as far as I could.” 

“Yes, but a few inches farther would 
have made such a difference.” 

He was sharp enough to see what that 
meant. “That,” said he, “would be down 
in the ground; and that would kill me.” 

“You are right at that point; it would 
kill you. But hear me, little friend, you 
had better die God’s way, for die you must 
some day. If you should lie out here on 
the ground, it would not be long before 
the icy fingers of winter would steal in 
beyond that hard jacket of yours and rob 
you of the only precious thing you have. 
But if you get down into the ground, out 
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of the sight of men and forgotten by them, 
the God who made you will at once begin 
to look after you. He will bring to bear 
upon you powerful forces unseen by man, 
and he will lift you with mighty. power to 
a ‘place in the sun’ a thousandfold more 
wonderful than you ever dreamed of. Is 
it not written, ‘Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth’ 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit’? There is within you, little acorn, 
another life, and for it you were made. 
Yield that body of yours, every atom of 
which your cotyledons are made, to that 
other life within you, and in that life you. 
will realize your God-appointed destiny.” 

What did my little friend then do but 
point that little nub straight at me, and 
say: “What about you?” 


ve 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 


MaterraL:. Pictures of President 
Roosevelt, Mussolini, or other great 
men, 


HESE pictures today are of some of, 
the world’s great men, judged by - the 
world’s standards of greatness. And they 
are great men, even though we may not 
approve of them, for they have achieved 
some kind of worldly success, They are 





| “Except a.corn(oraz acorn) of wheat fall into 
‘the gx and die,it abideth alone:butifit die, 
it bringeth, forth much frui Ste _ John 12:24 


{ 











Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 
mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 


75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pi 


aroll, plain; they are not 


es, may be had at $2 


rénted. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 


Weashington Street, Chicago. 











Lesson for April 29 


honored by the people of the world, and 
given places of leadership and earthly im- 
portance. Some of these men are humble 
and kindly, but others are proud and selfish, 
Their character makes no difference at all 
to the world. 

But I am thinking today of another man 
who lived long centuries ago. There is 
no picture of him. He was not honored 
by the world. He was a brilliant, well 
educated man, who might have been one 
of the world’s great men, but he gave his 
life over completely to preaching the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. He preached in Asia 
and in Europe. He was stoned and beaten, 
imprisoned, and finally beheaded for 
Christ’s sake. He is not listed among the 
great of earth, but I am very sure he is 
high up on the list in God’s Hall of Fame, 
the man who was born Saul of Tarsus. 

Today there are many men serving the 
Lord in obscure places: humble ministers 
and missionaries, and even the unsung 
heroes and heroines in the homes — each 
one faithful in the place God has put him. 
They are measuring up to Christ’s stand- 
ard for greatness; they are the servants 
of all. 

Which are you striving for —God’s ap- 
proval, or men’s? 


Mopesto, Cat. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A. Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
help us, we pray thee, to understand what in 
thy sight is true greatness. May we put aside 
the world’s standards, and lift our thoughts to 
thy standards. Guard us we pray thee against 
the desire for power in worldly affairs, and may 
we rejoice in any opportunity for service in thy 
name. May we be willing to be unknown, and 
to make thee known by humble faithfulness in 
obeying thy call wherever thou dost lead us. 
If it must be that we are to become prominent 
and widely known, may we still refuse to be 
influenced in our work by considerations of per- 
sonal gain. May we exalt thy name above 
every name, and have no care for any greatness 
aside from the greatness of thy humblest serv- 
ant. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


* 

After the Lesson.—President Woodrow 
Wilson once said, “When I appoint a man 
to an office, he either grows or he swells, 
and the pity of it is that he doesn’t burst 
when he swells.” That is the kind of man 
who must always be telling people what an 
important work he is doing or has_ done. 
One of our very prominent literary men 
is uneasy and unhappy when anything is 
mentioned in which he has had an impor- 
tant part, unless at the same time he can 
tell his connection with it. A great mis- 
sionary to China was once asked what kind 





SELF FFACING 
GOD XALTING 
AM 1? 











of an ambassador they needed over there 
from America. He said, “They need a 
‘man who will receive the Chinese leaders 
who may come to him for advice without 
giving any sign that he knows they have 
come for ‘advice, and when he gives them 
the counsel that they seek and they go 
away and put it into effect, he must be the 
kind of man who will never tell anybody 
that he did it.’ Suppose we were like 
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that as ambassadors of our King, the Lord 
Jesus! Suppose our real joy in his serv- 
ice came from doing his will without any 
care about what others might say about it. 
We are not really self-effacing unless we 
are Christ-exalting Christians. It may be 
that we shall be put to the test on this, 
today or tomorrow. Are we willing to be 
as great as we will be if we are really and 
truly servants of His? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ys 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This 
Beginning: Buckets, 


Discussion: What are the lowly minis- 
tries of today that would indicate great- 
ness according to this lesson? 


Objective: “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2: 
5-11). 


SAY, fellows, here’s a conundrum for 
you: What is it you can fill a bucket 
full of and make it lighter? The answer: 
Full of holes. Just take an auger and bore 
holes in the sides and bottom. That makes 
a bucket not only lighter, but worse than 
empty, because it is forevermore unfit to 
hold liquid, and it would make a poor waste 
basket at best. 

Maybe you fellows have seen an old- 
fashioned well, with its pulley overhead 
and a long chain with a bucket at each 
end of the chain. The bucket in view at 
the top of the well is empty; but the bucket 
at the other end of the chain down in the 
well is full, and ready to come up. Now 
suppose the empty bucket should say, “I 
want to be great; I want to be prominent; 
I want to be noticed; I will climb up far- 
ther, until I can sit on top of the well 
house.” Of course it would be folly; for, 
if the bucket could do that it would make 
of itself a laughing stock and reap only 
bitter disappointment, and if a bucket had 
consciousness it would find that its only 
satisfaction could come through being filled 
and pouring out. 

So, to carry out the purpose of its crea- 
tor, the bucket must go down, down, down 
— down, to be filled. It must meet others 
passing upward on the same chain — yet 
go down. 

That partly helps us, fellows, to under- 
stand what our Lord was teaching about 
greatness. “Whosoever will be great among 
you,” he said, “let him be your minister 
[servant]; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant [bond 
slave]: even as the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto [to be served], but 
to minister [to serve], and to give his life 
a ransom [to be emptied of himself] for 
many” (Matt. 20: 26-28). The inclosed 
words are mine. 

What the bucket at the well says to me, 
fellows, gives me a sense of kinship, and 
suggests what I should be doing. It is 
serviceable only as it fills and empties; so 
am I. It must be emptied before it can 
be filled; so must I. It is located very 
close to an inexhaustible supply —a_life- 
giving stream; so am I. It must have its 
ups and downs; so must I. It. must move 
under the power of a strong arm; so must 
I. It must have times of waiting for that 
strong arm to move; so must I. It must 
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be ready at all times; so must I. While 
empty it can be “bored” until it becomes 
unfit for service; so, by discontent and im- 
patience, can I. 

And remember this, fellows, the bucket’s 
chief business is to pour out. The Strong 
Arm never pulled up a full bucket just 
to hang at the top of the well and hold 
on to its fullness. I heard of a Christian 
laymen’s convention out among the cattle 
men, where the Holy Spirit spoke to the 
hearts of men and they got happy. One 
man in his joy said, “My bucket is full 
and running over.” Others gave similar 
expressions of new vision and purpose. But 
one man was out of harmony with the 
spirit of the meeting and he criticized their 
enthusiasm. He said, “Now my bucket 
is about half full, men; and that’s the way 
it ought to be — not sloshing over on every- 
body.” One lanky old ranger walked over 
to where the man sat, and said, “Brother, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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I'll lay you five dollars your bucket’s got 
wiggle tails in it!” 

Yes, fellows, you’ve got to be contin- 
ually pouring out if you are going to carry 
out the big program our Lord has arranged 
for you. He had a good deal to say about 
water —the Water of Life. On one occa- 
sion, “Jesus stood up and cried aloud. 
‘Whoever is thirsty, . . . let him come to 
me and drink. He who believes in me, 
from within him—as the Scripture has 
said— rivers of living water shall flow’” 
(John 7:37, 38, Weymouth). See also 
Ezekiel 47:1; Zechariah 14:8; John 4: 
10; Revelation 7: 17 and 22:1, 2, and many 
others. 

Here is a picture of true greatness, fel- 
lows; study it—and remember, the Mas- 
ter also said: “Every one that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18: 
14). 


Greenszoro, N. C, 
we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
XVII. The King’s Rule of Rank: 


Great — Greater — Greatest in His King- 
dom. 











OW strange—and how natural to 

poor old human nature! —to find that 
these twelve closest followers of Christ, 
the King, should be thinking of their own 
rank in his Kingdom so soon after he had 
so plainly told them of his rapidly ap- 
proaching death! It seemed impossible to 
divest their minds of their pre-conceived 
Jewish ideals for their King of kings in 
his earthly grandeur and to bring them to 
accept his recognition of the cruel Roman 
cross as God’s way to his heavenly glory. 
His plain words about his humiliating suf- 
fering and death seem entirely forgotten 
as we hear them almost quarreling over 
their own positions and rank as his fol- 
lowers (Matt. 16: 21-28; 17: 22, 23; 18:1; 
20: 17-21). 

After helping your girls to see this sit- 
uation (as revealed in all three of the 
synoptic Gospels) they will be better pre- 
pared to see the sharp contrast in the 
King’s ideals and rules concerning rank, 
as they are revealed in his keen words to 
these self-seeking disciples. For here 
(Matt. 20: 26-28) we find this King of 
kings setting up three marked ranks in his 
own Kingdom: (1) great; (2) greater; 
(3) greatest. 

But these ranks are not based- upon posi- 
tion granted by even the King himself — 
as are earthly ranks, by earthly monarchs. 
They are earned, or awarded, and recog- 
nized by the three degrees of service in 
this Kingdom: (1) servant; (2) bond- 
servant; (3) the Son of man in every 
man’s service and giving his life a ransom 
for many. The margin (both Versions) 
will make these gradations plainer than 
the usual text, but the distinctions, or steps 
in this Kingdom-of-Heaven rank, are made 
very clear by the King’s own words: 


(1) Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your servant; 
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(2) Whosoever will be. chief (first — 
above rank number one), let him be’ your 
bondservant, which means servant for life, 
without limit of time or service; 


(3) But, above both these ranks of great- 
ness stands the highest rank of all, that 
held only by the Son of man, the very 
King of kings, whose objective on earth 
was to be servant of all and to give his 
very life a ransom for those whom he so 
served (see Luke 22: 27). 

Now, for which of these ranks are your 
girls ready? For which of them were the 
two who came seeking rank, James and 
John, really ready? So boldly did they 
claim to be able to qualify, even with the 
selfsame “cup” their divine King was about 
to drink, in proving his rank as highest of 
all in his own Kingdom. So little do we 
know ourselves! Better, indeed, for your 
girls, with all the rest of us who love the 
King at all, to get busier in his sweet 
service, seeking no rank at all save that 
of servant of all, in his Name. 


Home Study 


Read the parallel passages in Mark and 
Luke (Mark 10: 35-45 and Luke 22: 24- 
30). Memorize the statement of our 
Lord’s in these three which appeals most 
to you, as your own “rule of rank” in his 
service —and make it your daily motto. 

Decatur, Ga. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
True greatness lies in self-sacrifice. 
1. The Lord Jesus said: “I will come 
again” (John 14: 3). 
2. The greatest thing in the world. 
3. The true greatness of the Lord Jesus. 


HAT a wonderful lesson we have 
today! (Matt. 20: 17-28.) The Lord 
Jesus told his disciples what was going to 
happen to him in the future. Have you 
ever wished you knew what was going to 
happen? God has told us some things in 
the Bible. One is that the Lord Jesus is 
coming back (Acts 1:11). We who be- 
lieve on his name will be caught up into 
the air to meet him (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 
What a happy meeting that will be! Have 
you asked him to forgive your sins, and 
are you ready to meet him when he comes? 
Be careful not to frighten the little ones, 
but show them how much the Lord loves 
them and wants them to be ready to meet 
him. Emphasize that what he said would 
happen always came to pass, and as the 
words in Matthew 20: 18, 19 came to pass 
literally, so also his coming again is a 
literal coming and is “as certain as the 
dawn.” 

I wonder what answer you would give 
if I asked you what the greatest thing in 
the world was? The Lord Jesus tells us 
the right answer in our lesson. It is love. 
When we love some one, we want to do 
things to please that one. If we really 
love the Lord Jesus, we will want to please 
him by being loving and doing things for 
those whoin he loves. (Memory Verse: 
Gal. 5:13c.) The Lord Jesus says true 
greatness lies in serving others (v. 27). It 
is said that the wife of a certain nobleman, 
expecting her husband home from a visit, 
sent a new footman to meet him. “You 
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will know the Master,” she said, “because 
he will be helping some one.” Sure enough 
the footman found his master helping da 
poor old woman to get her belongings out 
of the train. ; 


Do you sometimes find it a trouble to 
read your Bible and to pray and to help 
other people? I think I can tell you why: 
It is because you love yourself better than 
you love the Lord Jesus. Let us each 
ask, him to put more love into our hearts. 

Make much of verse 28, teacher. The 
Lord leaves us in no doubt as to the nature 
of his death. It was a “ransom.” We 
may jearn the meaning of a “ransom” by 
reference to Exodus 21: 30, where we are 
told that if an ox killed a man, his owner 
was to be put to death, but might give a 
sum of money, which “he shall give for 
the ransom of his life.” We are not re- 
deemed with silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1: 18, 19). 


Expression Work 


Let the children read 1‘‘Corinthians 13 
all together, substituting the word “‘love” 
for “charity.” 


Yorx, Ene. 


This Week’s Questions Dawienid 
(On the lesson for April 29) 


1. She was probably Salome, one of the 
group who stood by his cross, and returned 
early to his tomb (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15: 
40, 41; 16:1); and who ministered to him 
in Galilee (Luke 8: 1-3; Mark 15: 41). 

2. The account in Mark 10: 35-45 shows 
plainly that James and John joined in this 
request. 


_3- It was prompted by self-interest and de- 
sire for fame. ' 


4. Not if we take the road to greatness 
— Ad the Lord Jesus in this lesson (vs. 
26, 27). 


5. In the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 
26: 39). 


6. One reason is that our Lord had prom- 
ised the disciples that they would sit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel 
(Matt. 19: 28). It was this that was in the 
minds of the disciples, and they did not un- 
derstand about his death, or thought that it 
was not going to interfere with the coming 
of the Kingdom in great glory. 


7. The parable was given on account of 
Peter’s question as to what they would receive,: 
since they had forsaken all to follow Christ 
(19:27); the parable was to remind them 
that the promised thrones did not assure them 
certain places because they were the first dis- 
ciples. This teaching is also vitally related 
to the lesson on greatness, which followed the. 
request of James and John that they might 
have the high place. To win the highest place 
they must be willing to take the lowest place 
of a servant. } 


8. Drinking of Christ’s cup and fellowship- 
ing with his sufferings have nothing to do 
with obtaining salvation. We are saved by 
grace through faith, and Christ has done it 
all for us. But we have the privilege not 
only to believe on Christ but also to suffer 
on his behalf (Phil. 1: 29), and for this suf- 
fering and service rewards are given, but 
these rewards are also all of. grace. 


9. To open the eyes of the disciples to un- 
derstand the meaning of the cross, and the 
message concerning true greatness, was a 
greater miracle than the healing of the two 
blind men. 


10. (1) Urgency in prayer: The blind men 
kept on crying, though discouraged by the 
crowd. (2) Christ’s invitation to prayer: He 
wants us to tell him what we need, even 
though he knows it. (3) Definiteness and 
faith in prayer: They asked, “That our eyes 
may be opened.” (4) Thanksgiving for the 
answer, expressed by following Christ. 





A ee 

















Lesson for April 29 


Is the Sunday School . 
Still Needed ? 


(Concluded from page 239) 


little creature presented. himself at my 
mother’s kitchen. Under the kind influence 
that reigned there, little Sam’s prejudices 
waned. He warmed and brightened and 
promised that the very next Sunday he 
would join the Sunday school. 

“True to promise, Sunday found little 
Sam in the Primary class, where were 
gathered two hundred little children, most 
of whom were as poor and wretched as 
himself. During the lesson the child dis- 
appeared for a moment, and at its close 
I explained for the benefit of newcomers 
that inasmuch as there were two hundred 
little ones in the class they must never 
go out during the teaching of the lesson. 

“Sam’s grimy little hand went up, and 
he called out, ‘Please, Ma’am, I want to 
tell you what I went out fer. When you 
told about him up there—God’s Son 
(pointing upward) —I never knowed be- 
fore that anybody loved me, or cared fer 
me, and I says to myself, “Here, Sam, 
you'd better dump them cigar stumps outer 
yer pocket, for if he really loved yer he 
wouldn’t want yer usin’ the likes of them.” 
So I throwed ’em all out.’ 

“The child was only seven years old, 
and his little face shone with as much 
brightness as it expressed scorn a few days 
before. Truly the seed had fallen upon 
‘good ground’ this time, and little Sam was 
at his post of duty every Sunday morning 
during the entire winter. 

“Early one morning the following spring 
there appeared at my mother’s door a blear- 
eyed, bloated drunkard, who asked for me, 
exclaiming, ‘Sam is dyin’, and callin’ fer 
you!’ When I reached the wretched hovel, 
the soul of little Sam had winged its flight 
from the pitiful body, and a smile of peace 
kissed the tired face of the little waif of 
poverty. 

“The wretched mother caught my hands 
and wept, exclaiming in broken sobs, ‘God 
has taken little Sam; poor little boy that 
we all—yes, even I—mistreated. Ever 
since he had been in your Sunday school,’ 
she went on, ‘he knelt down every night 
and prayed; prayed while we scoffed at 
him! O God, he was too good for us, 
and You have taken him!’ 

“It was such a pitiful scene! The 
drunken father, the hard-faced mother, 
broken now with remorse and contrition, 
two or three very small children, who 
gazed in blank wonder upon the solemn 
scene their childish minds could not com- 
prehend; and apart from the little group, 
upon a bed of straw in one corner of the 
room, was the now familiar face of the 
dead boy. 

“No earnest effort is ever lost, and the 
brief life of little Sam, with its outstretch- 
ing for something higher, was the guiding 
star of the entire family. The face of 
the mother soon grew familiar in ‘little 
Sam’s church,’ of which she afterward be- 
came a member, followed later by the 
father, in whom seemed wrought a very 
miracle of grace.” 

Three new pupils had been received into 
a mission school in the Argentine. At a 
testimony meeting one of the girls seemed 
to want to speak. 

“Are you a Christian, Deolindo?” she 
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was asked. There was a doubtful nod in 
response, so the question was varied. “Have 
you. given yourself to God?” This was 
answered by a decidedly more positive nod, 
“Do you realize that the Lord Jesus is 
your Saviour?” 

All at once the black eyes flashed with 
joy, the whole face was transfigured, and 
the nod was accompanied by a very soft, 
“Si, Senora.” 

“Since when?” 

“Since now,” was the unequivocal an- 
swer. And from that hour she set herself 
joyfully to prepare for His service. 


Ah, little eyes, so fresh and sweet and tender, 
The home of every mischief-loving smile, 
Beholding earth in all her early splendor 
As dawn might rise on some celestial isle. 
How must that beauty shift and change its 
brightness, 
And fade at last into the dreary day, 
When twinkling feet shall lose their laughing 
lightness, 
And love and youth and beauty pass away! 


Ah, little hands, that find no burden crushing, 
With toy and. task, with mirth and mischief, 


rife 
Dear, pone | hands that never cease from 
touching, 
And gath’ring lilies down the lanes of life; 
These hands of ours, the cruel years are 
flinging 
The flecks of sin in many an ugly stain, 
But little hands are soft, white, and clinging, 
And in their whiteness ours are white again. 


Ah, = * pay that beat with childish 


Glad wih "the gladness of our youngest 
year, 
How would _ spare them, if we could, the 


With ail the selfish sin the world holds 
ear 
Say, must they grow, our modest baby flowers, 
To flaunt their beauty to the common crowd, 
Or, soil’d and heartbroken by the showers, 
Hide their faces with the faces of the 
proud? 


It is the Voice of voices, the divinest, 

All pitiful compassion speaks to thee, 
And of all the kindly voices it is kindest — 
“Suffer the little ones to come to Me.” 

So, as the flying years are gather’d faster, 
the dread hereafter breaketh into view, 
Gather ye the little ones about the Master, 
All the blue eyes to the heaven of His blue. 
—D Panton. 





The Young People’s 
Satin Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 6 How Should a Christian Choose His 
Life-Work? Eph. 2:10; Heb. 10:7. (Voca- 
tions Day.) 

Sunday, April 29 


Qualities That Make for Success 
(1 Chron. 22 : 11-13) 





Mon.—Unstable success (Jer. 5 : 25-29). 

Tues.—Religion leads to success (Psa. 1: 
1-6). 

Wed.—Honesty (Isa. 3:10, 11). 

Thurs.—Faithfulness (Dan. 6: 4). 

Fri.—Perseverance (1 Cor. 15 : 58). 

Sat.—Energy (2 Tim. 4:1, 2). 











What quality is most important for success? 
How does imagination lead to success? 
How does will-power lead to success? 


t= Bible shows plainly that there are 
different kinds of success. The rich 
fool (Luke 12: 16-20) was successful, in 
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The Way to Power 


OUGHTON COLLEGE firmly believes 

that the way of Christian education is 

young men and women, the =~ pathway 

to power. We are convinced that in sosteting 

the youth of our day to the development o 

strong Christian character, we are setting in 
motion influences that will girdle the earth. 


Co therefore possesses 
Mgoke man gee 


f, a Educational Standards.—We 
chartered and accredited by the Univer- 
aly ‘of the State of New York. 


2. The Most Modest Feasible Expense. 
The College “ specially founded for poor 
vere and girls. The necessary expense runs as 
low as $400.00 yearly. 


3. Christian Character. Houghton 
possesses a splendid Christian faculty; and 
students are encouraged to Christian life and 
practice. The atmosphere of Houghton is 
clean and homelike. 
Capable management is bringing 
Houghton into increasing prominence in 
Param New York. A very attractive life 
uity contract is available whereby your 
foods will directly assist both Houghton and 
yourself. 


For full information address Department T434 


HOUGHTON COLLEGE, HOUGHTON, N. Y. 


How May I Secure 2 
© A Generous Income for Life. 
0 A Thorough Christian Training for Life. 
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A VITAL 
MINISTRY 





OOD Singing means greater zeal. 
A singing church or school grows 
both spiritually and numerically. 
“Worship and Praise’ is your best 
stimulus to stirring music. Thousands 
of churches have proven its power. 
In it you will find your favorite church 
hymns as well as the better Gospel 
songs which have won a place in the 
hearts of worshippers, young and old, 
Double Duty— Double Valve 
Avoid price increase by acting now 
Present ag ec © spy Id 
pa 160. Fully euchnaenteds 11 instru- 
ments. 8 volames—10. Prices not prepaid. 


ESTABLISHED 1692 
ouly the best in somg books Co 
5703-D West Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 


i laid up for himself much goods, 














SUMMERTIME 
Sunday School Supplies 


@ Vacation Church School time is 
coming, and leaders are already or- 
dering textbooks and supplies. Two 
new circulars are now ready which 
give you information and ideas, 
They will be sent you on request 
from your nearest Sales Agency. 





Ve tH enr 


Inexp " t cards, recog- 
nition certificates, teaching belps, bandwork sug- 
gestions, and books for rewards are listed in‘ the 
supply circudar. 


@ Children’s. Day is always an- 
ticipated by'the little folk. Your cele- 
bration this year can be made more 
interesting through the use of some 
of the supplies listed :in our special 
Children’s Day supply circular, free 
on request. 


Promotion certificates tn particular should be 
chosen with care.’ We bave several series that are 
both inexpensive and attractively designed. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA . . Witherspoon Building 
PITTSBURGH. . .... Granite Building 
CHICAGO + 216 South Wabash Avenve 
SAN FRANCISCO. . 234 McAllister Street 
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abundant that it was necessary for him to 
build new barns to hold them. He had 
But the 
price he paid for it was his own soul, 

The rich man, at whose gate Lazarus 
sat (Luke 16: 19-31), was successful. He 
had all the pleasures that this world could 
give, Yet, measured in the terms of eter- 
nity, his life was a tragic failure. 

Therefore, in seeking to know those 
qualities that make for success, we must 
decide, first of all, what kind of success 
we desire, 

we 


Many good qualities, however, are essen- 
tial to the success that is based upon the 
world’s standards. Real success, of any 
kind, demands honesty, for dishonesty de- 
feats itself and destroys itself. Real suc- 
cess may not be had without faithfulness 
and perseverance and thoroughness, 


Yet, the high character of the essen- 
tials to success may in itself be a snare. 
Sometimes, this leads to their substitution 
for that which is even more important, A 
man may be scrupulously honest in all 
his business dealings, and yet be blind to 
the fact that he is dishonest toward God, 
—that he is robbing him of time and serv- 
ice and worship. It is possible to have 
great perseverance, and yet permit that very 
perseverance in temporal things to shut us 
out from our responsibility to God. 


Therefore, it is well to heed what the 
Bible has to say concerning “good suc- 
cess.” When the Lord was commissioning 
Joshua as to the death of Moses he said: 

“This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success” (Josh. 1:8). 

In Psalm 111:10 we read, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
a good success have all they that do his 
commandments.” 

From our Scripture lesson in 1 Chron- 
icles 22 we learn of David’s charge to 
Solomon in which he said, “Only the Lord 
give thee wisdom and understanding, and 
give thee charge concerning Israel, that 
thou mayest keep the law of the Lord 
thy God. Then shalt thou prosper, if 
thou takest heed to fulfil the statutes and 
judgments which the Lord charged Moses 
with concerning Israel: be strong, and of 
good courage; dread not, nor be dismayed.” 


54 


Here is the secret. The “law of the 
Lord” is his revealed will. Only as we 
follow, implicitly and faithfully, the will 
of God, can we have good success. 

There is no excuse for ignorance, for 
he has promised wisdom to all who ask 
of him (Jas. 1:5). 

There is no excuse for lack of ability, 
for he has promised his enabling grace 
(2 Cor. 12:9). 

There is no excuse for weakness, for 
he has promised his strength (Phil. 4: 13). 

Doing God’s will involves the accep- 
tance of the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour (2 Pet. 3:9; John 1: 13). 

Doing the will of God involves the 
yielding of ourselves whole-heartedly and 
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Do you want him to 
keep his sound faith 


or come home 
an atheist ? 


The school selected for him often 
decides that question. Soldierly 
qualities of disciplined mind. and 
body can be imparted. to your 
boy in an institution of highest 
scholastic standards without de- 
veloping a love for war. At the 
same time his Christian faith 
can be preserved, deepened, and 
strengthened. For full: infor- 
mation write 


Pennsylvania 
Military College 
Box F, Chester, Pa. 
114 years of service to American youth 
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At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Every S. S. Teacher and Superintendent 
needs “ An Index to the Bible” 


Consisting of a Topical Index and Word Book, covering 
all principal subjects in the Old and New Testaments, 
including also a Harmony of the Four Gospels, list of 
the Parables, Miracles and Discourses of our Lord (with 
Scripture references), Chronology of the Old Testament, 
and Chronology of the Acts and Epistles. 
95 pages (5x7% ins.), strong limp cloth covers, round 
i corners, 35 cents. 
4 Money back, if not much more than money's worth ! 
COLPORTAGE ASS'N, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago. 








When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 
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unreservedly to him (Rom. 12:1, 2),: so 
that he may work.in us all that is neces- 
sary for “good success” in the ‘plan: he 
has designed for each life. Anything short 
of that plan cannot be termed success, ac- 
cording to God’s standards. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


The Coming 
Great War 


The greatest ever known in human history. 25c. 
The Harlot Woman 22.225. 5eatlct. Beast, 


or God’s Picture of the 
Coming Universal Church—the Bride of Antichrist. 25c. 


The World’s Desperate Cry (52°"P<%j 
rapidly getting ripe to receive him. 25c. 


Startling Signs of Great World Changes soon 


to take place. 25c. 


Satan’s Last Dread Counterfeit. 


The Dragon: The Antichrist and_ the False Prophet. 
25c. The above five books by A. Si 


A. SIMS, 5 Simpson Avenue, Dept. 5 


Toronto 6, Ontario, Can. 


r—UNION LESSON HELPS— 
on the Uniform Lessons 
are ROOTED in the BIBLE 


More than a century of experience in re- 
ligious education is back of these true-to- 
the-Bible lesson helps. Today thousands 
of Sunday schools throughout the United 
States are finding them thoroughly practical 
and unusually helpful. 
Write for a complete set of specimens. 
No charge or obligation. 


American Sunday School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 




















“PROPHECY” 


eith L. Brooks’ monthly magazine is some- 

thing prophetic students never do without 

after seeing one copy. Send 10¢c, year $1.00 
BROOKS PUBLISHERS 

2003 Addison Way Los Angeles, Calif, 


Help the Daughters 


BECOME a partner with Beaver Collegg in educat- 
ing young women, Your gift toward a scholarship 
will aid the daughter of a missionary or minister. 
Every graduate is prepared to make a living as 
well as a life. Help them in their struggle for an 
education. Send for free booklet. Beaver College, 
near Philadelphia, is under Pennsylvania Synod 

_ii os the Pyepy tartan Church, 








° bs S., Mus.B., 

B.F.A. degrees. Also Teacher- 

Training courses. Students from 

23 states and 6 foreign countries. 

W. B. Greenway, D.D., LL.D., 
President. 












O) Please send me booklet, ‘‘Beaver Makes 
Your Dollars Immortal.’ 
Please send Beaver College catalog. 
Enclosed are names of young women ready 
for college September, 1934, 


Name. 


Address 


BEAVER. } 
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HIS RIGHT TO RULE: 


The Making and Taking of a Kingdom 
By NORMAN B. HARRISON 
“‘An up-to-the-minute analysis of the stupendous 
factors and events which make up the present world 
situation in its divine method, purpose, and program.” 
Of tremendous value to the S. S. worker! 
64 pages, art stock covers, 25 cents. 


COLPORTAGE ASS’N, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 23 to 29 

Mon.—Matthew 20 : 17-26. 

: Christ’s Standard of Greatness. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Christ is God’s 
standard of moral and spiritual greatness, 
The things which Christ denied himself 
are the ones wherein we usually seek 
greatness. Did not Satan envy Christ’s 
throne which he voluntarily surrendered 
for our salvation? We love exaltation; 
he humbled himself. We love to be served; 
he came to minister. We seek happiness 
in things; he gave up place, position, repu- 
tation. Christ is God’s perfect pattern 
for Christians. Pray for the Gospel in 
Tibet, the “Land of Mystery,” at the “Roof 
of the World.” 
Tues.—Mark 9 : 33-37. 

The Greatest in the Kingdom. 

PraYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pride is a native 
sin and the last to be detected and con- 
fessed. We desire elevation; Christ loved 
humility and exemplified it, that we might 
not be exalted above that which is writ- 
ten. His life was one of chosen humilia- 
tion. “Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him” (Phil. 2:9). The “Holy Child 
Jesus” in the midst, suggested by the little 
child Christ selected as an example, is 
God’s idea of true greatness. Pray for 
the spread of the Gospel on the Island of 
Haiti (now called “Hispaniola’), the sec- 
ond largest island in the West Indies in 
both size and population. 


Wed.—Mark 12: 41-44, The Greatest Gift. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Two mites, the 
only money possessed by a poor widow, 
cast as a love gift into the Lord’s treasury 
are designated by Christ as the greatest 
gift. She could give no more than “her 
living.” The Lord Jesus observes and re- 
wards true liberality. Gifts actuated by 
love are precious in his sight. He still 
sits over against the treasury observing 
“how” his people make their gifts. Pray 
for the Gospel ministries among the Chi- 
nese on the canals and rivers in China. The 
South China Boat Mission, 1311 S. Kedzie 
Ave., Chicago, is one of the pioneers in 
this work. 


Thurs.—Luke 10: 25-37. The Greatest Service. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Social service 
without heavenly love will have only tem- 
porary effects and rewards. Ministries to 
others constrained by the love of Christ 
will have blessed effects in both time and 
eternity. ‘The Good Samaritan” is sug- 
gestive of the spirit of Christ in our sal- 
vation. Was he not maliciously called a 
“Samaritan”? (John 8:48.) Did he not 
come to save, and at his own expense, in 
love to accomplish redemption? Pray for 
the American Sunday School Union, 1816 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 13 : 9-13. The Greatest Value. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Heavenly “eye 


salve” is necessary if we would discover 
the greatest good. Eyes need to be opened 


to see that love is the only abiding reality. 


A certain jeweler keeps a high priced dia- 
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MOTHERS’ DAY MUSIC 


Send for our 64-page Church Music catalog, containin 
descriptions of Mathers’ Day and other special day an 
eneral use music. Name this paper. 


. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 








FREE 


Samples of Bethel Series Sun- 
day hool Literature. 

Safe, Sound, Spiritual, Interdenominational. 
Write for Special Introductory Offer. 
BETHEL PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. H-15 Elkhart, Indiana 

















The Winner 


ROAR of applause from the 


crowd. A group of tired runners 
swing into sight. On they come down 
the home stretch. But one of them 
steadily pulls ahead, and breaks the 
tape—a winner! At least, that is what 
the bystanders see, and they applaud 
vociferously. 


But what they do not see is “the 
pound of push that won”—the hours of 
grinding road work—the clean living— 
the constant meticulous care in habits 
—the grim courage—that made it 
possible for these young athletes to 
contest the tape so closely. 


In her business of equipping Christian 
men and women to win out in life’s battle, 
Wheaton College sponsors a well-rounded edu- 
cation—a physical, mental, and _ spiritual 
development so sound and finely balanced that 


it results in poise and equilibrium. calculated 
to bring the Wheaton man to the front in his 
parti: sphere of activity. 


Incidentally, each Wheaton man’s suc- 
cess helps to swell the number of Wheaton’s 
loyal and influential supporters. A Life Annuity 
Contract is therefore a decidedly safe and 
worth-while investment. It yields a er 
paid income for life. Does not fluctuate in 
value. And insures your present and future 

rtnership in the success of an outstandingly 
Chris tian institution. 







For complete in- 
formation, ad- 
dress Office of 
Vice President, 
Box T 434 

Wheaton College, 





a 





2s2 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


$10,000 Protection 


ACCIDENT and SICKNESS 








POLICY 





Today Happiness - Tomorrow What? 


NO MEDICAL EXAMINATION o*-¥ 
Anyone 16 to 69 Years Accepted $ 1 () 


GET CASH—NOT SYMPATHY! 


A YEAR 


in case of automobile, travel, pedestrian: and many other common accidents. 
Can you afford to have your salary stop, pay doctor and household expenses 
in case of illness, such as lobar pneumonia, appendicitis operation, etc., or 
any of the many common sicknesses covered in this strong policy ? 


Now Is the Time to Protect Yourself ! 


Over $20,000,000 
PAID IN CLAIMS 


A sudden accident! A sudden sickness! 
Can you say neither will happen to you? 
Then don’t delay another day. Protect 
yourself by insuring in the largest and 
oldest exclusive Health and Accident 
Insurance Company in America. Send 
the coupon NOW for complete informa- 
tion about our NEW $10 PREMIER 
LIMITED $10,000 POLICY— and protect 
your family. 


a=a=eMAIL THE COUPON NOWse=es, 


’ ® 
: North American Accident : 
t Insurance Company r 
| 555 Wallach Bldg., Newark, New Jersey § 
i] x 
a Gentlemen: a 
* At no cost to me, send copy of your FREE § 
& booklet explaining new Premier Policy. There @ 
@ is no obligation? a 
a a 
H 4 

a 
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AGENTS WANTED for Local Territory 





Some of the eu 
features of this limited policy 


$10,000 Principal Sum 
$10,000 Loss of Hands, Feet, 


or Eyesight 


$25.00 Weekly Benefit for 
Stated Accidents or Sickness 


DOCTOR’S BILLS, Hospital Benefit, and 
other attractive features to help you in time 
of need, all as shown in policy. 


This is a simple and understandable policy— 
without compiicated or misleading clauses. 
You know exactly what every word means 
—and every word means exactly what it 
says. 











Largest and Oldest Exclusive Health and Accident 
Insurance Company in America 


Established Over 47 Years 


NORTH AMERICAN ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE €0. [ cin@aco | 
555 Waiiach Bldg., Newark, New Jersey 
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mond in a case of common stones to test 
the keenness of diamond sightedness of his 
customers, Few purchasers ever handle 
the gem. The greatest of all graces is 
love. Do you recognize this? Pray for, 
Mother Ruth’s ministry in the Times, 


Sat.—Philippians. 4: 4-9. The Greatest Ambition. 

Prayer SuGcEstTions: Natural ambition 
arises from pride and covetousness, and 
leads to strife and contention. It is sin- 
ful, hateful to God, and rooted in self- 
righteousness, inexperience, unsanctified 
knowledge, and possession of power. But 


spiritual purpose which has Christ for its’ 


object is approved of God. Paul’s inten- 


tion stated in this chapter is an amplifica- 


tion of what we read in chapter three (vs. 
8-11). Pray for Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Til. 
Sun.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Christ’s mind was 
a perfect reflection of his inward spotless- 
ness. Christ is humility. The secret of 
Christian humility is the reception of the 
mind of Christ. Imitation of Christ is 
impossible; but Christ living out his life 
in us is assuredly our privilege through 
grace. The humbleness of Christ must 
be appropriated by faith. “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
Pray for the China Inland Mission, 237 
West School Lane, Philadelphia, and 150 
St. George St., Toronto. ; 
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President and Publisher 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 


$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add S@ cents for postage. 


Concerning manuscripts.—Those who send 
manuscripts to The Sunday School Times 
and Christian Youth for publication are re- 
quested to send return postage to be used 
in case the manuscripts are found unavail- 
able. The Times regrets that it cannot 
usually return manuscripts with which no 
postage is enclosed. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

_ 323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Mind of Christ. , 
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